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[Music] [Applause] this is an abc news special the 2000 vote now reporting peter jennings good evening 
everybody and welcome to our election coverage 2000 abc 2000 we're back in times square we were for the 
great worldwide millennium celebrations likes to think of itself as the crossroads of the world but the 
crossroads of the world are everywhere in the country today all over the country today millions of people 
perhaps well more than a hundred million people are out voting today at every level of government in the 
country for the president for the senate for governors for the house of representatives for any number of 
direct action referendum and initiatives around the country and with an enormous team of people all over the 
country tonight we're going to try to make it fun and exciting it is inherently exciting already and we'll try to 
make it instructive as well as i said people all over the country this being billed as the polls close before the 
election as the closest election in a generation we're going to see in the course of this evening whether in 
fact it already or will live up to its billings now the polls closed about an hour ago in two states so we've 
already made some projections we projected that george bush has won the presidential race in indiana and 
kentucky and now the polls have closed in six more states so with the advantage of all of our electronic 
gizmos we're now going to give you what may be some projections but certainly based on the information 
that we have as of now so first in florida in the presidential race in florida we simply believe it is too close to 
call big prize tonight florida 25 electoral votes too close to call not an enormous surprise to political analysts 
as of now in new hampshire we believe it is still too close to call for electoral votes new hampshire always 
has 
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electoral votes new hampshire always has its enormous impact on presidential politics in georgia in the 
presidential race we believe it is too close to call 13 electoral votes there at stake tonight remember this is all 
about getting 270 electoral votes however you can and in georgia we now say its 13 electoral votes are still 
too close to coal in the presidential race in virginia with its 13 electoral votes we believe it is too close to call 
virginia strongly republican in presidential elections in south carolina we project that the winner is george w 
bush that's the firewall he had in the primary campaign where he came back after new hampshire so mr 
bush gets eight electoral votes in vermont we project that in the presidential race the winner is mr gore bill 
clinton won the state in the last two elections by big percent mr gore we project is the winner tonight here's 
what the electoral vote total as of now looks 28 for mr bush and three for mr gore now we're going to pause 
for just a few seconds only about 10 so that stations up and down the abc family line can join us then george 
bush then having to run all of the smaller states we see mrs gore there with uh the vice president voting 
today is she as fresh most of the time as he is she really is peter she is uh as many people know one of his 


best assets on the campaign trail she lightens him up in fact as he got on the plane to come home now in the 
early morning hours at 7 8 a.m this morning to come home to tennessee she kind of pushed him off on the 
stairway just so she could take a picture of him she's a real amateur photographer and thousands and 
thousands of roles and films from the campaign thanks terry we'll be back to you before long want to check 
in very briefly now with abc's dean reynolds who's been the last 18 months with governor bush i suspect also 
a little ragged around the edges at this point but i saw the governor dean on television a little while ago 
looking 
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television a little while ago looking very calm very cool and that was the public message was it not that's right 
peter he had about five solid hours of sleep he said overnight not for him in the campaigning until dawn their 
feeling here is rather upbeat and anticipatory one of them said they're waiting for that exclamation point to 
affirm what they all believe will happen tonight now you're outside the state house it's fairly early in the 
evening there in austin tell us what's going on behind you well it's freezing we're all freezing here it's uh 
uncommonly cold for this time of year in boston there's a great big screen behind me and they're playing the 
biography of the governor and a small crowd is gathering but i think uh the wiser people are probably staying 
home okay dean thank you very much dean reynolds who's with governor bush's campaign in austin texas 
which has turned out to be one of the most popular states in the south one of the most popular states in 
texas university town among other great restaurant town great music town so the press corps that's had to 
get back there occasionally with mr bush hasn't suffered altogether george stephanopoulos question for you 
about the weather um i think you said to me at one point during the campaign it basically cancels out there's 
been some rain somewhere there's been some snow i think it should although i have to say the gore 
campaign seemed much more worried about the weather in the midwest than the bush campaign did donna 
brazil the campaign manager of the gore campaign was obsessively checking the weather reports over the 
last few days because she wanted she was concerned that if there was a lot of rain a lot of sleet she they 
wouldn't get the full african-american vote in a lot of the big cities now we've had some early indications not 
from the midwest but from florida where i think the weather was fine that the african-american vote was five 
points higher than it was in 1996 and that is a good sign absolutely crucial to him in half a dozen places no 
question it's crucial in michigan pennsylvania wisconsin and it was probably a big helper it could be a big 
help to mrs clinton here in new york and you i know got out with both campaigns this year um they differed in 
many respects as dean reynolds lose governor bush was 
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dean reynolds lose governor bush was much more laid back in terms of his campaign than mr gore oh 
there's there's no question about it and he had a really good relationship i think from what i could tell with all 
the members of the press on his plane i only went out with him uh for one weekend but he was very laid back 
very easy going and and built up a strong relationship he also and i think the bush campaign has done a 
terrific job all year of giving off a sense of confidence that they really know what they're doing even at times 
when it didn't look like so sure saskar director roger goodman is dean reynolds still there in austin at the 
moment i'm here he isn't in there i was going to ask him about what the governor did when he got up this 
morning one of the first things he did was call his mother and father and been active in this campaign as well 
yeah he is there dean you there yes peter the governor made a lot of calls today who do you call well he 
called a voter in florida orlando florida then he called another in detroit michigan and he called his parents to 
assure them that he felt fine and that they shouldn't be nervous and who's there with him in terms of family 
today they'll all be there this evening the governor is having dinner with his father right now and then later on 
the whole bush clan will be at the hotel here in austin to watch the returns and terry moran one of the sad 
things of course for the vice president is that his father died not too very long ago but his mother is with him 
right his mother is with him he lunched with her today after that marathon and she's here with him in 
nashville tonight and 30 years ago peter on election night 30 years ago the gore family suffered a terrible 
defeat electoral defeat when his father went down to defeat him for re-election the united states senate that's 
a bad memory one that they're hoping they can overcome tonight okay thanks very much chairman now 


we've just had an interesting alert from the from the associated press which will give you some real sense 
now of how heavy the vote is in some places the ap reports from st louis that a circuit judge in st louis has 
ordered the polls there to remain open until 10 p.m and broward county in southern florida which has been 
touch 
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in southern florida which has been touch and go all through the campaign is going to have extended hours 
as well but if you're just joining us at the moment just take a quick look at what we are looking at at the 
moment there's the map of the country 270 electoral votes needed to win i want to say it time again we 
project already that governor bush has won in indiana kentucky and south carolina that new hampshire is too 
close to call but up there in the northeast the real bastion of mr gore's support in the is the northeast here at 
least on this coast and we project he has won in vermont virginia georgia florida all too close to call now 
national election in three ways presidential house in the senate of course and a state and local election in 
many many ways with some of those stated local elections having very high profile for the rest of the country 
but vital to everybody who lives in whatever respective community you live in so we're going to break for a 
few minutes now to let abc news stations across the country bring you up to date with the local races in your 
area i hope you'll stay with us i'm peter jennings for abc 2000 this is an abc news special the 2000 vote now 
reporting from new york peter jennings welcome back to our coverage of election 2000 abc news election 
headquarters here in times square in new york as we promised an exciting evening the polls have now 
closed in three more states the polls have already closed a total of 11 states they've now closed in three 
more states so we're going to at least give you some information based on the information we have 
projections are not necessarily projections but let's go to the presidential race in virginia where we now 
project that in virginia the winner is mr bush it's always been strongly republican in presidential politics 
despite its proximity to washington dc it's a southern state and we project that mr bush is the winner we also 
project 
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winner we also project uh we don't project we project that ohio is too close to coal uh 21 electoral votes there 
crucial state in presidential politics especially for the gop no republican has ever been elected president 
without carrying ohio in georgia we are now able to project that george w bush is the winner in georgia 13 
electoral votes that is not an enormous surprise tonight but we project that winner based on the information 
we now currently have let's go now to west virginia west virginia is also too close to coal this is one of the 
dukakis six states we'll talk to george stephanopoulos about voted for every democrat in west virginia since 
1960 but one in 1984 it is currently for us too close to call in north carolina where mr gore did not campaign 
very vigorously mr clinton barely lost it in 92 but did worse in 96 when he lost by five points we now believe 
that north carolina based on the information we have is too close to call now here's what the electoral vote 
total looks like so far 54 for mr bush and three for mr gore and there is our national map which tells you red 
for mr bush blue for mr gore that's vermont up there in the northeast corner for mr gore and the white are 
states in which we currently believe it is too close to call now here is the popular vote we can give that to you 
in a variety of ways but with um 43 percent not quite sure how that one's worked out with oh i see mr gore 
currently has 43 percent of the popular vote mr bush i think has 55 percent don't know exactly how much is 
reporting throughout the nation but at this moment this is a fairly meaningless figure but as you know right up 
to election time we have been talking ad nastium about the possibility there might be a popular win for mr 
bush and an electoral win for mr gore but it 
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and an electoral win for mr gore but it is much too early in the evening to begin talking seriously about that 
couple of governor races now in which we wish to make a projection here is north carolina where the 
democratic governor jim hunt was term limited and we project that the democrat attorney general mike 
easley who's led throughout the campaign is in fact the projected winner in north carolina in vermont we 


project that the incumbent governor howard dean has been governor since 1992 he was seeking a fifth term 
has been re-elected between him and ruth dwyer this is basically a rematch of the 1998 governor's race we 
give it to governor dean and now here are the map on the governor's race through 11 governors races 
throughout the country 30 in the country are currently held by republicans 18 by democrats and two 
independents and that's what that map looks like tonight three democrats no particular game there as of now 
but i want to go to george stephanopoulos again you were talking west virginia a moment ago i didn't quite 
hear what you were saying well west virginia should be as you said a solidly democratic state it's a it's gota 
huge registration advantage but it's also a state that depends on coal mining and i think what you're seeing 
here the reason al gore is having so much trouble it shows the perils of incumbency um the clinton 
administration took efforts to discourage open pit mining in in west virginia over the last eight years and you 
can see the effects in our exit polls today uh al gore is only winning half of the union vote uh united mine 
workers yeah it should be much higher than that and secondly six out of ten voters in the state of west 
virginia say they would prefer a pro-growth candidate to a pro-green candidate six out of ten of them 
according to our exit polls are going to george w bush the environmental issue is huge all over the country 
and one of the things we haven't talked about yet which we'll get to a little why is the nader factor but leading 
the green party there um he may or may not attract environmentalists which may make a difference that's 
absolutely true and 
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difference that's absolutely true and it's in those other states it's cutting the other way uh nader is attracting 
votes in places like oregon and washington because people say al gore wasn't pro green enough exactly 
let's go to sam donaldson who has a projection in the senate sam that's right peter in the important battle for 
the senate the democrats have just picked up an important seat in florida it was an open seat connie mack 
the republicans retiring abc news projects that bill nelson the insurance commissioner or democrat has won 
that race against bill mccollum who is a member of congress a member of the house of representatives and 
was a republican nominee very important switch here we have another projection to make in fact two more 
peter in ohio abc news projects that mike dewine the first term republican senator has won there beating ted 
celeste who is the brother of a former popular ohio democratic governor and in ohio peter this is the first time 
a republican senator has been reelected since 1952 name was taft then also we have a projection for west 
virginia in west virginia abc news projects that robert byrd the venerable robert byrd first came to the senate 
in 1958 has beaten the contractor david gallagher now this is interesting all the groups in west virginia 
according to our exit poll information voted for byrd including half the republicans because remember peter 
the president of incumbency bird has tapered that state with federal dollars he has moved federal agencies 
to west virginia that didn't even know it existed before he got the jobs there so if you were in west virginia you 
wanted a job you're voting for bird i want to i want to come back and talk to cook you're right we ever going to 
let you sit down this evening and just stay i move i want to come back and talk to cokey in just a moment 
about the house in florida because i'm not sure we haven't got florida just a little bit jumbled for us but but 
first of all we'll go to lynn sure to give us some sense if you would of what the demographics are showing us 
in florida uh peter we have been talking all year long about the gender gap it is here again big time the 
gender gap as you know of course is the difference between the between the way men vote and women vote 
let's take a look at the numbers and see 
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let's take a look at the numbers and see what's happening here today let's start with the mail vote 59 of that 
52 percent excuse me if that vote went for george bush today is going for mr bush only 42 percent for mr 
gore that's a difference of 10 points now let's take a look at the women's vote here we go just flip the 
numbers and you will see that mr gore is getting 53 percent of the vote mr bush only 43 percent of the vote 
that adds up to a 20-point gender gap it could be the largest since we started tracking all of this back in 1980 
and peter the reason is that men consistently won smaller government fewer women are so sure about it 
lynn how many questions i've forgotten do we have overall on our entire exit poll questionnaire well there are 
three national questionnaires peter and there is one for every state so on each of the three national polls 


there's around two dozen or thirty so we have a lot of questions that we're asking all these voters today great 
thank you very much there an enormous amount of questions on some of the ballots around the country uh 
we were feeling a little envious earlier today of the voters in oregon who had a chance to do it by mail this 
year turnout apparently or the turn in has been extraordinarily high but they did have that time to sit around at 
home and discuss all of the issues that were on the ballot that some people had to do when they went into 
the voting booth today we'll talk to cokie roberts in just a moment about florida i hope you'll stay with us as 
we continue with abc election 2000 take the abc news american election challenge in which state of the 
greatest number of presidents been born texas virginia new york massachusetts this the answer to the abc 
news american election challenge in which state of the greatest number of presidents been born is virginia 
the birthplace of eight american presidents once again peter jennings we said at the beginning of the 
broadcast at least i hope we did that we're going to try to make this as involving for people at home as we 
can this evening now that you voted and i hope you're going to spend much of the evening in front of the 
television sets on a very close race 
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television sets on a very close race we do have indeed something called enhanced television and when you 
went into that commercial there you saw a question being asked which is the state of which the greatest 
number of presidents was born it turned out of course to be virginia the second greatest number was ohio 
virginia had eight ohio had seven but now we can ask those of you at home the same question those of you 
watching your television sets and which have your computers up so we'll ask you the same question now uh 
as to how many of you actually knew the answer that you can play it back to us and before the evening gets 
completely over uh maybe we'll get fairly sophisticated at know exactly what we're doing but right now i'd like 
to go to cory robertson cookie if you would for a second just answer or maybe restate for me this challenge 
for the group of house seats in florida well the democrats are hoping to pick up six house seats in order to 
take control of the house it doesn't sound like very much and three of those are in florida uh two of them are 
open seats where there's no incumbent one of them is a seat where clay shaw the longtime republican 
incumbent has faced a serious challenge uh and the democrats seem to be doing well in florida we've called 
the senate race for the democratic candidate there so these are very important seats to the democrats the 
polls are closed we don't have any results yet and so we don't quite know what the situation is going to be 
with those seats but it's so important to keep in mind that these open seats are where you can really make a 
difference for instance in west virginia where there is an open seat it looks like it's a very very close race and 
shelly moore capito the republican could be winning this open seat from uh the democrat who has had it 
before bob wise is running for governor that's despite the fact that the democratic candidate jim humphries 
has spent about five million dollars of his own money in a very a very poor state uh still it's a very very close 
race but sam has some real news here i want to i want to give the floor to him well i'm 
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i want to give the floor to him well i'm going to wait for my anchorman peter hey listen cookie does it in the 
weekends why shouldn't you do it tonight hey sam you've got a very important very important peter in the 
state of virginia abc news projects that republican george allen the former governor has won that senate seat 
defeating chuck robb a two-term democratic senator very tough loss for the democrats here if they want to 
try to pick up the center tonight george allen's father of course was the football coach for the washington 
redskins and in the last days of this campaign chuck robb went around saying i remember what coach allen 
said never go with a young rookie when you can go with a wily veteran well virginia's thought otherwise peter 
they've gone with george allen the son well sam chuck rob at the beginning of the campaign was in very 
considerable trouble it cost him a lot of money to come back and even get close wouldn't it he came back he 
was 10 points down in the last two or three weeks he closed the gap to almost one point but peter close isn't 
good enough okay thank you very much sam sam donaldson projecting in virginia the chakra of the 
incumbent senator there loses i want to bring on our political director mark help and he was senator rob one 
of the most vulnerable democrats as far as the republicans were concerned other ones around the country 
really want to watch for he's the one who the republicans had their eyes on the whole way because they had 


a strong challenger someone who could raise a lot of money there were democrats had fewer seats to 
protect more republicans endangered that's when the democrats have known all along though they might 
have well have lost what gay what gave the rob campaign some thought that they could actually make the 
comeback here well incumbents always have an advantage and he raised a decent amount of money 
virginia's changing a little bit it's northern virginia suburbs outside washington more liberal more democratic 
leaning but it's still a pretty conservative state of course in a presidential year it's bound to be more 
republican and had a tougher candidate this year because six years ago around against oliver north who was 
too conservative for the state well oliver north was more conservative but chuck robb benefited last time from 
a third candidate an independent candidate who took away some of that more conservative vote this time 
one on one against a former governor with a lot of money it was almost like two incumbents two very well 
known popular politicians in the state surprised by this one 
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in the state surprised by this one not really we knew it'd be close but again it was almost like two incumbents 
going at each other and chuck robb has some positions that are pretty much the left of virginia voters more 
conservative again presidential year thanks mark sam mentioned money there in that race vast sums of 
money uh spent in the campaign this year though earlier today somebody talking about campaign finance 
reform wondered whether or not we wouldn't be having this conversation four years from now but abc's 
michelle martin who's in washington for us this evening uh has been looking at the money and i you sent me 
a note at one point michelle you said the symbol of the election should be the atm machine that's right good 
evening peter uh people have an image i think of the political parties as places where people are groomed 
for public office they're recruited for public office but i think that the relevant metaphor this year has to be the 
atm machine the big story one of the big stories of this election is money and the most expensive races in 
new jersey well peter peter the the i think the overall theme here is that um this is going to be the most 
expensive race in history a research institute here the center for responsive politics estimates that the total 
cost of the presidential and congressional campaigns combined is three billion that's billion with the b dollars 
and that is estimated to be about fifty percent more than four years ago in which the spending was 
considered to be so remarkable so outrageous that it triggered congressional hearings and television and on 
television ads in fact one of the other interesting facts about this election is that this is the first time uh since 
we've been tracking this uh information that the political parties will have spent more on television ads than 
the candidates themselves and i think that's going to be fodder for a lot of discussion in the next four years 
about whether that's appropriate whether that's healthy for democracy and of course there are opinions 
about this all over the map thanks michelle very much i just got a note handed me that somebody says that 
al gore george stephanopoulos is now doing radio calls into states where the polls are still open at this 
moment doesn't surprise you 
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open at this moment doesn't surprise you that he's working at least following his mentor's example actually 
this is what what president clinton used to do on election day particularly black radio in the big cities they 
want to leave no stone unturned at the end and there are a lot of states at corner exopoles where the turnout 
operation at the last minute could make a big difference doesn't shock me at all now the other thing that i just 
actually hadn't thought of in a long time is that in missouri st louis and in broward county in florida they're 
going to hold the polls open later were these states ever to be contested is that perfectly legal i mean i i think 
that's something we have to check i actually don't know but i was i have never seen an example of this 
before in fact when that bulletin came in i i emailed back to our researcher i didn't understand what pressure 
on the polls meant apparently the lines are too long perhaps there were some problems with the voting 
machines that was creating a backup and that's why the judge agreed to open up and as mark said earlier 
one of the you know we're voting people are voting in a variety of different ways no no question i mean 
you've got um 13 states this year which had some form of universal absentee voting but peter this is a point 
that mark made earlier as well if this is a close is a close election and it looks like it will be there will be legal 
challenges of all sorts in a lot of states now thanks george want to go to lynn sure and lynn you i gather can 


tell us a little bit about how george allen beat chuck robb in virginia indeed uh peter this is the first of what 
we'll probably see more of during the evening call it the clinton factor uh let's take a look at the numbers we 
asked voters how they felt about president clinton personally not job approval how they felt about him as a 
man 58 percent in virginia today said unfavorably only 38 percent said they had a favorable impression of the 
president now think about that 58 number that's a big number how did those folks vote let's take a look of 
those who had an unfavorable view of the president 73 percent voted for george allen only 27 for chuck robb 
peter thanks very much lynn i'm just going to try to check 
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much lynn i'm just going to try to check in now very briefly that we had this mention of bill clinton with john 
cochran who covers the white house for us john what's the president doing this evening what are his plans 
for the remainder of the evening do we know yes he's with his wife hillary clinton in new york one of the few 
states of the gore campaign permitted the president to campaign in after all how can you stop a man from 
campaigning for his own wife peter okay thanks very much and his plan for the remainder of just simply to 
stay they're here in new york city for the evening that's right though he's been staying up at tapaqua mrs 
clinton this of course one of the most high profile senate races in the country chelsea was with the president 
and mrs clinton as they went to vote today we said to you earlier that the turnout was anecdote we're all here 
in new york city and there appeared at least in many of the boroughs here several of the five to be a very 
energized vote today this is running against rick lazio in the senate race al gore very much should win uh in 
the state of new york which we have yet to project but this uh senate race with business clinton and rick lazio 
was one of the absolutely toughest in the latter days meanest we saw earlier in some of our election polls 
that about 50 percent of the people thought that mrs clinton was a carpetbagger coming into the state and 
about 50 thought she was not there were any number of local and national issues mrs clinton came into the 
state very early and worked the upper part of the state which is the traditionally republican part of the state 
um worked it very hard throughout the oh the entire campaign now again all politics is local said tip o'neill the 
speaker of the house at one point we're going to break for a few minutes to allow our abc stations across the 
country to bring you up to date on local races in your area we'll all be back at the top of the hour [Music] 
[Applause] [Music] 
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this is an abc news special the 2000 vote now reporting peter jennings welcome back to our coverage of 
election night from our election headquarters here at times square in new york it is now eight o'clock eastern 
time the polls have closed in 16 more states and the district of columbia this will make for a 27 states which 
have already closed some of which we've been able to project others have been too close to call but we are 
now able to make a projection in the state of florida abc news projects that al gore wins the state of florida in 
its 25 electoral votes give him the first big state momentum of the evening this is the biggest state where the 
race has been close and the fourth biggest electoral prize we also now take a look at pennsylvania the other 
of the big three battleground states we reckon that is still too close to call similarly with michigan we believe 
michigan 18 electoral votes is still too close to call one of the real battleground states this year in north 
carolina we project that george w bush wins the 14 electoral votes there mr gore did not compete very 
strongly for it in missouri another of the battleground states we believe it is currently too close to call based 
on the information we have the polls have just closed there in tennessee mr gore's home state too close to 
call 11 electoral votes there in maine still too close to call there with its four electoral votes maine getting a lot 
of attention at the presidential level this year in illinois we project that al gore is the winner 22 electoral votes 
not a great surprise fairly tightly fought at the end but it has voted with the winner in every election but won 
since 1920. we project had projected that al gore is indeed the winner in texas with its 32 electoral votes i 
beg your pardon i take that back that's george bush in texas in alabama we project that george porsche is 
the winner with its nine electoral votes one of the most reliably 
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electoral votes one of the most reliably republican states in presidential politics we project mr bush is the 
winner in mississippi with its seven electoral votes we project mr bush is the winner in oklahoma which 
borders texas who would not be a competitive state in any case its eight electoral votes go to mr bush 
kansas not competitive in presidential politics very republican we projected it's going to go to mr bush in new 
jersey we project that the winner is mr gore again not an enormous surprise mr bush made a last-minute 
stop on saturday before the election but it goes to mr gore we project that mr gore is the winner in 
massachusetts gave mr clinton his biggest winning margin very strong democratic tradition in massachusetts 
and we project that mr gore is the winner in connecticut with the help of mr joe lieberman his vice presidential 
candidate and we project that mr gore is the winner in maryland now let's pause for just a few seconds now 
to let some stations join us as abc2000 continues let's pick up our projections again i just told you that 
maryland uh the winner is al gore with its 10 electoral votes there state where the registered democrats 
outnumber republicans and democrats hold both the governor's seat and both the senate seats we project 
that mr gore is the winner in delaware this state has voted with the winner in every election since 1952 so it's 
the presidential bellwether state with the longest streak and in the district of columbia also to no great 
surprise we project that mr gore is the winner in the district of columbia now here's what the electoral vote 
count looks like so far mr gore taking a spurt there with that win in florida and new jersey and mr bush has 
130 electoral votes mr gore has 101 and 270 are needed to win that is what the big map looks like at the 
moment now it looked in the final polls before the 
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it looked in the final polls before the election much more red than blue but remember that mr gore's strength 
now having picked up florida is on the east coast in the northeast new york is yet to be decided in california 
as well now let's go back and look here now at sam donaldson with some santa claus well peter a big win for 
the democrats in delaware abc news projects that the democratic governor tom carper has defeated the 
veteran incumbent senator bill roth in delaware aids was the the issue roth at 79 actually fainted twice during 
the campaign as the football color man would say that didn't help very much in any event we found that in 
delaware interestingly enough two out of ten voters made up their minds in the last week of this election and 
most of them went for tom carper more projections in connecticut abc news projects that joe lieberman has 
retained his senate seat there of course if he wins the vice presidency he'll resign that and a republican 
governor will undoubtedly appoint a republican to that seat in maine abc news projects that olympia snow the 
republican incumbent retains her seat beating the state senate president mark lawrence in maryland veteran 
rep democratic senator paul sarbanes retains his seat according to our abc news projection he beat paul 
rappaport in massachusetts edward kennedy has been in the senate for 38 years and abc news projects 
peter he'll be there another six years he has beaten a republican named jack e robinson who didn't peel up 
much of a race i may say in mississippi the majority leader currently of the united states senate trent lott has 
easily retained his seat according to our abc news projection against troy brown lot spent 4 million troy brown 
spent 47 000 but it probably wasn't the money that made the difference in tennessee abc news projects that 
the heart lung surgeon the incumbent republican senator bill frist will retain his seat having beaten jeff clark 
in texas kay bailey hutchinson according to our abc news projection 
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according to our abc news projection retains her senate seat she came in 1993 at the beginning of the 
clinton administration when lloyd benson was made secretary of the treasury and in pennsylvania abc news 
projects that rick santorum the incumbent republican senator has won re-election defeating uh ron klink the 
democratic congressman from pittsburgh peter thanks very much sam we're also able to make a presidential 
projection in the state of michigan abc news now projects that michigan has been won by mr gore this was 
about as tough a presidential campaign as there was in the entire country combination of labor ralph nader 
the governor uh the national rifle association terry moran is down in nashville terry moran i gather that this is 
going to be one that is going to warm the cockles of the gore people's hearts as of now absolutely peter and 
while the plaza behind me here may be empty now because uh they're not gonna let people in and for 
another hour there are lots of people lined up outside as these results as we call these states come in you 


can hear the cheers from 100 yards away and feel the enthusiasm i remember coming to nashville back in 
may and having one of the top gore strategists say we are going to play and we are going to win in florida 
and at the time and a lot of other people considered that a bluff they were serious about it joe lieberman 
spent enough time in florida to establish residency and vote almost and in michigan there's no question that 
was about labor al goran is a labor democrat and you could feel in the last days of this election the 
enthusiasm for the first time almost a kind of physical affection for gore as the standard bearer of labor in 
some of these big rallies they did it for him in michigan thanks very much terry appealing george 
stephanopoulos very much to the democratic base part of his populist campaign this year absolutely 
michigan 40 percent of the vote in michigan came from union households and they went about 60 30 for al 
gore but it wasn't always easy for al gore um the head of the uaw steve jokic was very late in endorsing al 
gore the head of the teamsters was very late you didn't give them the day off today to go to the vote they 
often there are nine hundred 
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they often there are nine hundred thousand union members in michigan it looks like it could have made the 
difference i wonder what this says early on or maybe we're not sure what it says early on about the emphasis 
on the national rifle association get out of the vote for bush in michigan well that it's true that's been the big 
battle on the ground the nra versus the afl-cio and four in ten union members are actually sympathetic to the 
nra the next state to watch for that battle is pennsylvania also a strong gun state but it does look right now at 
least in michigan like most of the union members voted their job and their paycheck and their health care 
over their right to hunt cokie roberts comment on michigan well that gun issue is really very interesting the 
fact that he that gore won michigan uh despite the fact that there was tremendous effort on the part of the 
nra same kind of effort going into house races all over the country peter where we've seen just millions of 
dollars spent by all kinds of groups but the nra has been very active in house races curious to see how it 
plays out as the night wears on exactly we're just assuming at the moment that the labor unions in michigan 
have outworked the national rifle association there but we'll look at our exit polls to see a little later on what 
people said who come from households in which guns are a big issue and more than half the households in 
america actually have guns and more than half the people in america have guns and when we come back 
we'll talk to lynn sure about how florida went for mr gore as well but two big battleground states michigan and 
florida going to mr gore at about ten after eight eastern time tonight we'll be right back tonight democracy 
meets the information age as peter jennings and abc news let you interact live with abc's election 2000 log 
on to abcnews.com now and click on the enhanced tv logo for real-time interactive television let your voice 
be heard on abc's and hence tv this abc news special is being brought to you by jeep grand cherokee 
[Music] this abc news special the 2000 vote continues once again peter jennings 
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once again peter jennings welcome back to our coverage of this very exciting election we're going to talk in 
just a minute about the electoral college because uh i got people all around me at the moment here now 
trying to put these models together of how one man gets to 270 and whether either matt could get above 300 
electoral votes but first of all we talked about guns let's go to lynn shur lynn in michigan the gun issue it was 
such a big issue there peter as you say charlton heston was there the nra tried to make a very big issue out 
of it but according to our exit polling 55 percent of those today in michigan said they prefer gun control and of 
them al gore got 69 percent of their votes so it really cut for him now florida how did mr gore put florida 
together uh two very traditional democratic votes peter one was blacks in 1996 bill clinton got a 10 percent 
black turnout this year al gore al gore got 16 percent in florida how did they vote let's take a look 94 percent 
of them voting for al gore only six percent of the blacks today voting for george bush and there's another 
traditional democratic group there and that's women voters in florida how did they turn out 56 percent of the 
female voters voted for al gore only 42 for george bush when you look at those numbers keep in mind that 
george bush won the men's vote but only by eight points so clearly al gore scoring very big there on the 
national level a tremendous gender gap we sold all through the campaign and we think it's going to even be 
bigger tonight based on what we're seeing so far than it was actually during the campaign one night about 


florida i said that uh some of the polling places had been ordered or allowed to stay open longer than 
anticipated in broward county in florida which has already gone to mr gore still house races to be decided 
only letting people who were in line at seven pm so there was no particularly legal issue in there now we're 
going to talk to our resident historian michael beschloss who's with us on all of these occasions he's in 
washington tonight michael i'm always wanting to test you let me test you a little bit here on close elections 
1960 1960 is the 
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on close elections 1960 1960 is the classic peter you know tonight is the first presidential election in my 
lifetime my adult lifetime where i didn't know at the beginning of the evening who was going to win that 
election the classic of this was 1960. john kennedy and richard nixon very close at this point in the evening 
believe it or not one of the networks not abc predicted that nixon would be the victor by a hundred to one that 
shows you how primitive the technology was in those days but what was happening there was that there was 
a big break to kennedy at the end and it happened from two things number one bad economic news number 
two dwight eisenhower the most popular man in america had been campaigning for nixon really helping him 
nixon pulled him off the campaign trail said general it might strain your heart that probably lost nicks in that 
election i recall in 1968 when there was a third party candidate in george wallace the election didn't get 
called at eight o'clock in the morning didn't get called until very late and we were worried that year about the 
electoral college too because there was a great possibility that richard nixon and hubert humphrey might not 
get enough votes to get above 270 and the man who would hold the balance would be george wallace of 
alabama and that nixon and humphrey might be put into a position where they'd have to make a deal with 
george wallace to win the presidency now when presidential candidates have been out campaigning for that 
one last vote for that one last hour this year they've been talking about 1976 1976 gerald ford against jimmy 
carter into that election people were saying that gerald ford had made back his 33-point lag behind jimmy 
carter in the summer many said that if ford had gone on a day or two he could have won that election it was 
heartbreakingly close he didn't declare that he had been defeated until the next morning as we're seeing on 
the screen his voice was very hoarse uh i think we're probably seeing it right here he calls on betty ford his 
wife to actually read his telegram to jimmy carter many thanks oh 
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telegram to jimmy carter many thanks oh sorry just hearing his voice say thank you michael i'm going to 
come back to you in just a moment if i may and talk about the electoral college but let's go to our political 
director first mark halperin um what are you doing over there and trying to figure out the competitions al gore 
is now one florida and michigan pennsylvania's to come of the three big three if he wins the big three of 
these battleground states does that put him up to 270. it gets him really close it gets him really close you 
know florida is a state that governor bush counted in every calculation we've talked about his brother being 
the governor of florida we've talked about it being a republican state at the presidential level and yet adding it 
to al gore's column gives him a really big leg up they're really focused on pennsylvania now the third of the 
big three that we've not called for him if they have those three assuming they win the other big state in 
california which they've been counting on all along which we've not called of course how close was florida 
how close was california in the final polls remember uh it got tightened some of the public polls the 
democrats were very confident coming in of course governor bush campaigned there at the end spent 
money there but if he's able to win california florida michigan if they're able to win pennsylvania new york 
illinois those are big states and that gets him real close to 270 not all the way there though by any means 
one of the reasons we'll come back and talk about the electoral college before too long george 
stephanopoulos you want to add this well that's what's so astonishing here i mean i would have never 
thought a month ago that a candidate could win the big three states and still be in danger of not winning the 
electoral college but even if they win those big three states they still have to win one of new mexico iowa 
wisconsin oregon arizona or colorado none of those are sure things so again we're going back to those 
states we talked about earlier the dukakis six places like iowa and wisconsin sure things for democrats in the 
past not a sure thing for al gore now and that could be the difference george take a look at the map the big 


national map at the moment because we're already beginning to see a filling of the red for the republicans in 
the south with the exception of florida there and as we look before the campaign ended it was very 
republican in the south now and and still is it almost looks like we're you know you look at the mason-dixon 
line 
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know you look at the mason-dixon line you're going to see a lot of blue above it a lot of red uh below it um 
and the big one there of course is tennessee tennessee and arkansas the home states of vice president gore 
and president clinton if al gore can't win tennessee he'd be the first candidate since 1972 george mcgovern 
not to win his home state okay i want to go back to michael beschloss in washington michael give us the 
absolute simplest version if you would start with on why the electoral college well you know when the 
founders were trying to create this system they were worried about about a couple of things they were 
worried that this would be a union that ignored the states they also at the beginning there were a few million 
people with very great transportation and communications difficulties and they were also against popular will 
they didn't want there to be a direct vote by the people for president they thought that might be too 
dangerous so the result was that they had this electoral college system and you know the rap against it is 
that it over represents rural states you can have faithless electors it's against the popular will but you know 
we're also seeing something tonight and that is that it also compels a presidential candidate to pay attention 
to a state like florida to go down there educate himself about local issues in a way that he probably would not 
if there was a case in which you had simply a popular vote you use just one word that i think people are not 
always clear about which is this word dangerous in a couple of seconds did the founders believe it was 
dangerous to give the vote to the common man or the dangers the common man wouldn't be fully informed 
about elections they thought that both of those things were dangerous they were very much for 
representative democracy they wanted some kind of intermediary that was the electoral college okay thanks 
micah we'll be back to you before long take a look at our national map now mr bush has 130 electoral votes 
mr bush has 119 as george stephanopoulos said look at the red there look at that blue in florida mr bush mr 
gore has won in florida we're going to break for a few minutes to let abc news stations all across the country 
get you up to date on your local news i'm peter jennings thank you for joining 
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i'm peter jennings thank you for joining us we hope to stay with us this is an abc news special the 2000 vote 
now reporting from new york peter jennings welcome back to our election 2000 coverage we're waiting in 
one respect for one more shoe to drop and i'll explain in just a moment but it's 8 30 and the polls have now 
closed in one more state and that state is arkansas and we believe that in arkansas it is now still too close to 
coal arkansas the president's home state mr bush said just before the end of the campaign he was going to 
win it mr gore has tried hard mr clinton tried hard as well but it is currently too close to call so take a look at 
the map because that's really is what it is all about with 270 electoral votes needed to win and you've heard 
us talk endlessly throughout the campaign about the big three of florida and michigan and pennsylvania 
florida goes to mr gore michigan goes to mr gore and pennsylvania is too close to coal the rest of those red 
states which are governor bush's states projected by us at the moment are states in which he was for the 
most part expected to win there's been no great surprise in any of those pennsylvania west virginia ohio 
missouri arkansas tennessee and maine up there in the northeast corner are still too close to call but but 
maine and arkansas and missouri of course and wisconsin which we haven't called yet all factor very 
importantly into trying to put a combination of these 270 electoral votes together and while mr gore has won 
in florida and in michigan now and got a big boost up to 119 electoral votes as of now he very very much 
needs 
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as of now he very very much needs pennsylvania i want to go first to lynn sure because i think lynn by 
looking at the the uh exit polls you can tell us why pennsylvania is proving such a struggle uh we certainly 
can peter and the way we're going to do it is by showing you what mr gore's strengths are and what mr 
bush's strengths are and and that will make you understand why this one is absolutely too close to call let's 
first take a look at the numbers uh for al gore uh those who are supporting him big time include union voters 
a third of the vote 59 going for al gore today another very important group those who Say social security is 
their most important issue 66 percent for al gore finally those over 65 years old more about a quarter of the 
voting population in pennsylvania today 58 going for al gore okay those are big numbers but now let's take a 
look at the numbers for george bush because they're equally big on his side first of all white protestants they 
make up about half of the voting population in pennsylvania today 64 for george w bush those who say taxes 
is an important issue a huge number voting for george bush today and finally those who live in the suburbs 
this is a group everyone's been fighting for this is the volatile the new group and the republicans and the 
democrats going for them 52 going for george bush so you see these these two sets of numbers really 
balance each other peter i don't know who's going to come out ahead well peter that's right the tom ridge 
could have been picked uh with governor bush but he wasn't and a lot of people thought that was a mistake 
but pennsylvania even though uh was thought it was going to be a good state for al gore now it does look 
kind of tough and uh peter we're gonna the james carville used to sorry about that um james carville 
president clinton's uh former strategy used to call pennsylvania 
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pennsylvania pittsburgh and philadelphia with alabama in between there's a long conservative stretch in in 
pennsylvania but the big cities still go democratic and that looks to be part of the fight tonight we'll be back in 
a minute we were we were worried the computers would go down into the microphone we'll be back take the 
abc news american election challenge which state elected the first woman united states senator virginia 
alaska california arkansas in a moment the answer this abc news special is being brought to you by merrill 
lynch the answer to the abc news american election challenge in which state was the first woman elected 
united states senator is arkansas hattie carraway was elected in 1932 she was from jonesboro arkansas 
once again peter jennings but tonight the presidential election arkansas is still too close to call my mike 
indeed did go dead thank you george seven or eight people willing to do that job right at that moment um 
before we go to coqui roberts i want to talk to dean reynolds who's down in nashville tennessee or rather in 
austin texas because dean uh before tonight the bush people were very confident how confident were they 
about florida and about michigan well they were confident in that they told us they were going to win them 
but that i thought that over the last few weeks they realized that the florida was not going to go their way and 
michigan they thought that they could win but they also knew it was going to be a fight now they are telling us 
this evening that well we don't need michigan and we don't need florida that we have all sorts of calculations 
to achieve the 270 votes but it must be galling peter for them to have invested so much time in both states to 
say nothing of the fact that the governor's brother jeb is the governor of florida and they still lost them well in 
in the governor bush spent what 18 days of michigan 17 days in florida do they really believe in the final 
knowledge that jeb bush 
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knowledge that jeb bush was going to make the difference in many states the governor didn't get as much 
credit as perhaps he got in the public well all along florida was one of the key pieces to their electoral puzzle i 
mean this is a shocking defeat for them in florida tonight there's no question about it and in michigan again 
john angler was supposed to erect another firewall and as happened in the michigan primary governor bush 
ran right into the firewall and ran into john mccain thanks very much team reynolds which takes me to cookie 
roberts the mccain factors first time has come up this evening it is but you know an interesting thing peter 
that happens in in congressional races john mccain has been in 70 that's 7-0 congressional districts in this 
congression in this campaign year just working unbelievably hard for republican congressional candidates 
one of those districts was in connecticut working against the democratic incumbent jim maloney for mark 
nielsen it looks like maloney is winning that district tonight because coattails are probably stronger than john 


mccain is and and al gore is winning connecticut with joe lieberman the senator from there the two 
endangered democrats in connecticut are probably okay similarly in north carolina endangered republican 
incumbents but it's a state where george bush we've given the state to george bush those republican 
incumbents charlie taylor seems to be winning there but again in that other north carolina race where the 
incumbent is doing all right mccain made an ad for him so john mccain's coattails might be something to look 
for in 2004 peter and thanks cookie we'll try to get a handle on the nader factor too a lot of talk about the 
nader factory in the west in washington and oregon particularly but he campaigned very vigorously uh in 
michigan as well sam you have a senate call big call from the state of new jersey abc news projects that john 
corzine the democrat has retained that 
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corzine the democrat has retained that seat for the democrats frank lautenberg was retiring he's defeated 
bob franks corzine is the former ceo of goldman sachs he poured over 52 million dollars of his own money 
into this race frank's made a big deal of this frank's spent four million dollars uh and we know from our exit 
polls peters is very interesting that there was concern over corzine spending but the concern was equally 
divided and in the end people decided clearly by our exit polls that only one fourth were very concerned and 
the rest voted for corzine thank you sam uh which brings up another set of coattails in this senate race 
george stephanopoulos corzine tried to connect bob frank's congressman to newt gingrich we haven't heard 
newt gingrich's name before tonight played up and down in the election haven't heard too much about it on 
the national level in part because george w bush did a very good job early in the campaign last summer in 
distance distancing himself from the republican congress mrs clinton tried to hear a little bit though uh with 
against rick lazio here in new york so newt gingrich is starting to fade i think in part because of the leadership 
leadership example george w bush john mccain and this and also for mark halpern our political editor as well 
but you first george the the issue of campaign finance reform big issue for mccain corzine very big money in 
the campaign people at the end of the campaign seem pretty cynical to me that campaign finance reform is 
still not going to be a telling issue is not going to happen even though al gore has promised that the first bill 
he would bring up if elected is a campaign the mccain feingold bill the question is i think you were talking 
about the nader factor earlier were any of his voters drawn by this issue of campaign finance he had a very 
strong anti-corporate anti-special interest message that's one of the things we'll have to look for later but if al 
gore were to win this election tonight and it were close wouldn't he be under tremendous pressure from all 
other democrats not to go ahead with campaign finance reform well i don't think he can get away without 
doing mccain feingold after making it his number one promise and of course he'll have the support of john 
mccain if he does our political director mark halperin john corzine winning on money there were 
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john corzine winning on money there were other issues but money bob frank tried to make money the issue 
in the final days of the campaign campaign finance reform you know a lot of rich candidates have run and 
lost corsine had a big advantage spent so much money in a state that's so expensive to run in you know 
george is right al gore if he won would have to introduce this bill um beside a colleague of ours ron branson 
of the l.a times people like the way the country's going to some extent they don't like the way washington 
works john mccain ran on that a big deal i think al gore will say this is a way to clean up the way washington 
works and i think that has some appeal it may be that i've missed it from lynn sure but i might ask the insurer 
to work for just a moment now on this question of the direction of the country fresh start which george bush 
has argued throughout the campaign or you you know these are great times why change horses in 
midstream as vista gore argued we're going to be able to project now the state of maine way up there in the 
northeast we project that mr gore is the winner in maine only four electoral votes as we said we thought ralph 
nader was a factor up there we thought he'd work against mr gore one of the questions about mr nader 
throughout the remain or the latter days of the campaign as to whether or not he could be convinced by a lot 
of his former supporters who'd asked him to stop making such an effort to take away votes for mr gore mr 
nader resisted but it has not made a particular difference in maine 92 and 96 maine was ross perot's best 
state so it's a little hard to tell at the moment what the independent vote up there has meant sam on this 


issue of money do you see anything as you walk around washington how much pressure is there within the 
political establishment for campaign finance reform let alone it's been an issue on the stump peter i've got to 
tell you everybody says they're for it everybody says that we should do it but when you talk to individual 
members they sort of like most of them of course there are obviously exceptions of the present system mitch 
mcconnell the republican who heads the congressional campaign committee in the senate is a dedicated foe 
of it trent lot is a dedicated foe of it if the republicans retain the congress my guess is that we'll talk about it 
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my guess is that we'll talk about it some more but we're not going to have a very major bill peter because one 
thing is if you take the money out of it we're all for that who pays for the television time who pays for the 
expenses how do you do it do we go to taxpayer finances should i ask the taxpayers out there you want to 
finance all the federal elections out of your own pocket maybe but that's the problem you can't replace 
something with nothing okay sam thank you very much the democratic national committee tells us they're 
trying in wisconsin new mexico and little rock to keep polls open they're just trying at this point they haven't 
succeeded george is an obvious answer for that one well it it what they want to do obviously is get their 
turnout out at the last minute and this is a an acceptable remedy under most state laws we're not sure where 
they're going to succeed where they won't but it's certainly legal okay thanks we're able to make a call in new 
hampshire in the governor's race now this is not said an enormous surprise we now project abc news does 
that in new hampshire governor jeanne shaheen the incumbent governor she's seeking a third two-year term 
has been re-elected she was mentioned as a vice presidential possibility for mr gore she's running against 
gordon humphrey uh who established quite a reputation for himself as a conservative when we were in the 
senate lyncher on this question of money i can't remember whether we asked in the in the exit polls whether 
money was a big issue in campaign finance for people uh we didn't ask it overall peter we asked it in a few 
individual states including new jersey as sam reported and as he pointed out that the the voters didn't seem 
to care that much that jon corzine had spent all that money and michelle martin joins us from washington 
because michelle we should not be surprised that people were voted were motivated to give so much money 
was so much at stake in the election beyond the presidential race absolutely peter if if you want to know why 
this is such an expensive race there are two main reasons one is of course soft money those are the large 
unlimited contributions that corporations and unions can give to the political parties directly they're not 
allowed to give to 
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directly they're not allowed to give to the individual candidates which are supposed to be used for party 
building activities but the second reason is expenditures by outside interest groups those are groups like the 
national rifle association the national abortion rights action league and those groups started fundraising very 
early because they sensed that there was a lot at stake not only the presidential race but control of congress 
and arguably the supreme court these groups were very motivated in fact i talked to kate michaelman earlier 
today the head of the national abortion rights action league and she said that they started advertising in 1999 
when they thought that george bush would even be the frontrunner because they wanted to define him early 
many thanks michelle it's also true the parties like to recruit people who will finance themselves john corazon 
new jersey maria kent well in washington uh we're not close to calling the races in washington all but there's 
a very tight senate race up in the state of washington and maria cantwell has very largely financed her own 
campaign take a look at the national map just lest we never forget exactly how close this is at the moment 
we've lost our map for a second now there it is back again in the presidential race so far these are the states 
which have been won those in red won by mr bush those in blue won by mr gore those in white still too close 
to coal or and the ones in yellow of course in the rest of the country those where the polls have not yet 
closed want to go to capitol hill because abc's linda douglas is on capitol hill this evening just to give us a feel 
of what it's like in assuming that very empty place tonight well certainly leading up to all of this it's a it's a 
state of high anxiety peter uh the republicans who of course control the congress control both houses in the 
congress are counting on an all republican government here in washington it's making them very anxious to 


see gore doing as well as he is doing they've made a lot of plans which we can certainly talk about later on 
this evening about how to govern with a president bush uh there is a lot of resistance to cover uh to 
governing with a president gore 
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to governing with a president gore uh many of the staffers and members of congress that i've talked to over 
the last several days say that gore has very poor relations up here with republicans on capitol hill so there's a 
lot of handwringing as you can imagine i much appreciated cokie roberts who spent much of her life on the 
hill cookie my impression at the end of the campaign was whichever man won the members of the other 
party were not going to be nearly as cooperative as the candidates told us well i think that's right uh and i 
think that uh the both houses of congress are likely to have such narrow margins either way that it's going to 
be very very difficult uh to to govern it all and to cross-party lines and anything by way of cooperation uh one 
of the the i would say the single most endangered democratic incumbent rush holt in new jersey appears to 
be headed toward victory tonight over dick zimmer who held that seat a couple of terms ago now this was 
one where rush holt had gotten elected because he ran against impeachment and he was elected in the 
middle of all of that then he looked like he was headed straight for defeat now he appears to be headed for 
victory this is going to be a seat by seat by seat eking it out to see who has control of the house of 
representatives we probably won't notice tomorrow well in fact i remember recall you telling me some weeks 
that you thought we might not know for some days because one of the things we take into account at every 
level tonight of course is the absentee ballot absentee ballots right in voters uh write-in ballots in oregon and 
washington and also if it really does get down to one or two votes then the horse trading begins and people 
start getting offered chairmanships and all kinds of other things uh to see if they'll switch parties so it could 
be a while okay one question for our political director mark halperin at the moment nine o'clock eastern time 
coming up very quickly now a lot of states are going to close we're going to begin to move west uh into those 
states which are stronger for mr bush what should we be watching for still watch pennsylvania in the east it's 
really the at this point it's 
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it's really the at this point it's almost the whole election if al gore can win pennsylvania probably only needs to 
find one more state out there on that map to win this if he loses pennsylvania he can't win where is he 
looking out there in the west new mexico new mexico he's looking still in some eastern states that we haven't 
called yet maybe oregon also in the west maybe also uh wisconsin maybe new hampshire he needs to put 
together one or two more states to win this uh governor bush has a good chance to block him okay that's the 
key phrase mr gore has the momentum with him at the moment but mr bush may still be able to block him 
and as we look look at our national election polls on some of the major issues which divide people between 
mr gore mr bush at this point the issues narrowly on top the economy working for mr gore taxes huge plus 
for mr bush this is the business of giving people a rebate in part personal qualities they help mr bush number 
one is honesty works eight in ten for mr bush the size of the government debate may help mr bush removing 
into that part of the country now where the size of government is even more important to many people that it 
is in the east and in the south so we're going to break now again for a few minutes to allow our abc news 
stations all up and down the line to bring you up to date on those local races we'll go away and try to plan 
this next very big poll closing at nine o'clock i'm peter jennings thank you for joining us we'll be back very 
shortly [Music] [Applause] this is an abc news special the 2000 vote now reporting peter jennings welcome 
back to our election coverage a very exciting night as we promised in advance the polls have now closed in 
12 
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advance the polls have now closed in 12 more states but quite frankly at 9 o'clock eastern time with the polls 
closing in new york state the nation's eyes in many respects are on the senate race here hillary clinton 
versus rick lazio mrs clinton one of the most polarizing figures in the country so we're going to be able now to 


project it in new york mrs clinton is the projected winner over congressman rick lazio those are her 
headquarters there in new york city tonight where they now hear the projection that mrs clinton is going to be 
the next senator for new york open seat senator daniel patrick moynihan retiring second most watched 
election of the night surely even before rudolph giuliani mayor of new york quit the field the race had already 
become very tight and very expensive let's go on and make some presidential calls i said the polls have now 
closed in 12 more states but i should tell you first that there's a big effort now to keep the polls open in a 
variety of places we'll come back to that a second let's do the projections as we know them in the state of 
new york at the presidential level we now project that mr gore is the winner strongly democratic state at the 
democratic level all through the 1990s in rhode island one of the linchpins of mr gore's support in the 
northeast four electoral votes we projected for mr gore in nebraska we project that george bush is the winner 
with five electoral votes there voted more republican than any other state in the last 50 years north dakota 
we project mr bush is the winner three electoral votes there keep your ear on the numbers in south dakota 
we project mr bush is the winner in wyoming we project that mr bush is the winner very solid republican state 
in wisconsin with its 11 electoral votes another state over which there's been a very very fierce battle that is 
still too close to call even though wisconsin voted for democrats in the last three elections in minnesota it is 
still too close to call nader factor their independent state independent governor jesse ventura too close to call 
in colorado 1992 bill 
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too close to call in colorado 1992 bill clinton broke the streak of 20 years of republicans it is still too close to 
call in colorado in arizona eight electoral votes john mccain's home state too close to call mr clinton won it in 
1996 in new mexico two elect too close to call and it's one of the places where the democrats are trying 
ferociously at the moment to keep the polls open so people they can get their people to the polls we'll come 
back in about ten seconds to call continue these presidential projections stepping into the seat of dan daniel 
patrick moynihan and i got to tell you i was surprised i never thought looking at the beginning of the clinton 
administration this is something mrs clinton would do but she came here and i think it'll look like she won 
because she ran as a new york senator she tried to denationalize the race and really show that she was 
concerned with local issues she did have some difficulty as to whether she was a matt stan or a yankees fan 
that's right and that's why she ended up not going to the world series but as i watched throughout the 
campaign one of the things i thought she did very smartly early in the campaign was to go to upstate new 
york where she became very familiar with local issues in a traditionally republican area and rick lazio never 
quite caught up he didn't catch on to it early on he held back spent more of his time raising money than in 
those all-important towns in upstate new york and buffalo and rochester the little towns around it cost him 
now maybe maybe all of the country did not see this but mr lazio hurt himself with voters here when he 
challenged mrs clinton during the debate went over and challenged her very carefully and and people at the 
time thought that this was going to enhance mrs clinton that she ran better as a victim than as a winner it's 
always helped her in the past her popularity during the whole monica lewinsky affair when way up she was 
always hurt when she was seen as more assertive in the health care effort but in this campaign in the end i 
think she wanted more in the on the issues and 
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she wanted more in the on the issues and by trying to take a lot of the venom out of the campaign okay 
thank you very much george now we asked you a question at home as to whether or not you thought mrs 
clinton would go on to run for the presidency and here's your answer those of you who have access to your 
computers and to a television believe 84 percent of you that mrs clinton will run for higher office i emphasize 
on behalf of all the people in our polling unit there is nothing scientific about that it may be fun we'll be back 
in just a moment tonight democracy meets the information age as peter jennings and abc news let you 
interact live with abc's election 2000. log on to abcnews.com now and click on the enhanced tv logo for real- 
time interactive television let your voice be heard on abc's enhance tv this abc news special is being brought 
to you by enron [Music] this abc [Music] this abc news special the 2000 vote continues once again peter 
jennings want to make a projection very quickly in the state of louisiana abc news now projects that governor 


bush is the winner of the nine electoral votes in the state of louisiana it was one of the more contested say 
probably the most contested state in the south in this cycle we now project it for mr bush and i suppose it's 
apt that we stand around in intimate circumstances to talk about hillary clinton what do you think well the fact 
that she's won in new york and certainly puts her in a very strong position she will be the star of the senate 
when she goes there whether the other senators like that or not uh they are not like they're not people who 
really like to share stardom but the real question is whether al gore wins for president tonight because if he 
does not win for president she becomes the star of the democratic party if he's 
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the star of the democratic party if he's president she's in a very different yeah but if he if he wins the 
presidency and he wins reelection she just has to wait eight years peter i'm convinced he's a very good very 
ambitious woman wants to be president of the united states and why not a woman will be someday she is 
not only the star but remember john kennedy came to the presidency from the back bench of the senate to 
the fact that she's a freshman so you just can't wait for that race bangs have come out for both sides may i 
say equally well i did say that she was one of the most polarizing characters in the country george she's 
done very well in this race though she's done very well in this race by by going underground almost in the 
state of new york and to pick up on what coke is saying though if al gore does not win tonight all eyes 
immediately will be on mrs clean she'll be the great liberal hope i actually think that will increase pressure on 
her to put her take herself out very very firmly right away she made a promise to the people of the state of 
new york i Know what sam's comeback is going to be right now bill clinton made a promise to people of 
arkansas in 1990 if they reelect him he would serve four years promises i'm not going to say there's no way 
but immediately if she's in that position the republican party will start to raise money off her she will feel a lot 
of pressure to take herself out she's in the senate if gore is president and she's in the senate for eight years 
of his presidency she can stop being such a polarizing force people become another kind of person when 
they're actually dealing with legislation and dealing with other members of the senate and it depends on what 
kind of record she assumes time helps her there's no question about that remember look at richard nixon by 
the time he won for the presidency it was his third time he had been a polarizing finger she's helped in her 
quest for the presidency if that should question she wouldn't win a wonderful race if george w bush doesn't 
win to have in 19 2004 hillary clinton against john mccain against jeb bush he's happy to flog this let's cut 
away for a second to mrs clinton's headquarters here in new york because there is obviously an enormous 
celebration going on there at the moment abc's mort dean is there well peter uh 
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abc's mort dean is there well peter uh the crowds of democrats who supported mrs clinton have begun to 
enter this room and mount the stage the word has spread that she is indeed the winner and she worked long 
and hard for this victory it was a 16 month long campaign for her as she tried to overcome a mountain of 
criticism that she was an ambitious outsider interested in advancing her own agenda but not the agenda of 
new york state so she succeeds and the party begins thank you mort judy hope on the left there uh from 
suffolk county the chairman of the democratic party in the state of new york city it's been a very very bloody 
race here it's been very one of the meanest meanest debates of this entire present cycle has been the 
debate about the middle east and mrs clinton rick lazio well that always does happen in new york senate 
campaigns at the last minute remember last time chuck schumer versus al domano became a debate over 
the word putt said in the end of the middle east but yes you're right this since the uss cole bombing uh rick 
lazio tried to make an issue out of some contributions that mrs clinton got from the american muslim council 
she turned them back but it didn't stop the ads that was the mistake was turning back the money but and the 
head of the and the heady american muslim council actually came out and blew the whistle on lazio to some 
extent i think in large measure they were disappointed characterized as they were in the middle of this 
campaign interestingly enough some of our exit polling showed that while mrs clinton won the jewish vote in 
new york overwhelmingly not by the same high margin that many other democrats she had 60 percent i 
didn't see the exit point no well she may have said 60 but she didn't get above that uh and so there was a 
little effect there all right let's here for one second and look at the big board again because you both two of 


the three of you have said what happens if mr gore doesn't win this tonight george how's this looking for mr 
bush at the moment well it's looking tough for bush particularly again as we say what happens to 
pennsylvania and new hampshire if al gore wins pennsylvania 
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hampshire if al gore wins pennsylvania and new hampshire then he really only has to pick up one more state 
of those white states to win none of them are simple but the odds are then with him we now project that 
pennsylvania in fact is going to go to mr gore so that gives him the big three that gives him florida and 
michigan and pennsylvania those were the toughest battleground states of the year in abc news now 
projects that mr gore has won in pennsylvania we're going to go away to our local news stations all the way 
across the country now so they can bring you up to date on the local races but this is very tight we hope 
you'll stay with us [Music] [Applause] [Music] right this is abc news continuing coverage of the 2000 vote now 
reporting from new york peter jennings welcome back to our political coverage of election two thousand 
turning out to be quite a ride we are now able to make a couple more projections we're going to go first to the 
presidential race in the state of ohio and abc news now projects that the winner in ohio is mr bush 21 
electoral votes crucial state in presidential politics especially for the republicans no republican has ever been 
elected without carrying the state of ohio we project it for mr bush and in tennessee 11 electoral votes 
nashville tennessee the headquarters of the gore campaign tonight mr gore's home state the last time a 
presidential candidate won the election but lost his home state was woodrow wilson in 1916 al gore has lost 
in tennessee tonight 30 years ago his father albert gore senior lost his seat in tennessee here's the electoral 
vote count at the moment 
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the electoral vote count at the moment it could not be closer 185 for mr bush and 183 for mr gore so let's 
take a take a look at the big map because that's what it looks like at the moment beginning to move west 
colorado new mexico arizona still too close to call mr bush beginning to enhance his bastion in the south and 
beginning to pick up some wins in the midwest and as we go farther west let me bring in both george 
stephanopoulos and mark because as we look mark halperin our political director because as we look at that 
map now what does mr bush do next well mr bush i must do next must do it's starting to work against them 
let me turn it around and and say how i think gore can put it together and maybe mark okay if gore now has 
183 you believe they've been comfortably head in california so that should get them up to about 237. they 
also hope they can get washington that takes them to 248 minnesota 258. maine gives them to 262 then 
they have to put together i said before new hampshire plus one of those other states down in the left corner 
arizona new mexico colorado or if they can pull it out wisconsin missouri or iowa one of those other states 
after they pick up new hampshire okay george i can make a call just while you're staying there abc news now 
projects that minnesota goes for mr gore the only state to vote a democratic in the past six elections been 
very competitive in october that puts in another piece for mr gore let me go to mark halperin um but remind 
you first that the af of Icio political director steve rosensteil says they've now shifted as much of their phone 
banks as they can to new mexico to arizona and to colorado to pick up the story but george's list is right new 
mexico has always been a swing state it's one that's been fiercely competed over by these two campaigns 
the surprises though obviously steve rosenthal the afl-cio has picked up the gore is surprisingly competitive 
in both 
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surprisingly competitive in both colorado and arizona states that are generally republican but bill clinton won 
each of them once and they're making an effort there they just need to find they think one more state to win 
this of course there's some west coast states that haven't been called but they think if they find one more 
they'll win let me go back to you george and take you back to your old days when you actually worked in that 
business and you were in a war room in a situation like this let me say one thing there has never been a 
situation there hasn't been a situation like this in an awful long time all the presidential campaigns i worked in 


88 through 96 you knew the result going into the last night this is shaping up to be the closest electoral 
college results in 76 and nobody's seen anything like this in a long time i take your point but wish to ask if 
you're in campaign headquarters in nashville or in austin tonight and you're looking at this do you really think 
you can affect something going on elsewhere in the country at this late hour in the close races yes there's a 
small chance that at the margins you might be able to get a few more voters out or create some momentum i 
think some of the thinking will go in a different direction though once this map is set you're going to bring the 
lawyers in and they're going to start to look at all these states see if there were any voting irregularities see if 
any of them are close enough to go for an automatic recount that's where the action's going to be the 
lawyers not the strategists now all the states so far which have appealed to keep polling places open have all 
been denied by judges so you give up on that one but how do you begin to shift these enormous banks of 
phones and emails and everything how do you shift them in a moment like that well you're not really talking 
about that much at this point you're only calling into a few a few states there in the in the west um what they 
do is they just go to their volunteers and just give them a new list of automatic of automatic phone numbers 
so the national headquarters have automated lists for all of the states and the afl-cio has and then each state 
if their phone banks are still set up all you need to do is give them new phone numbers okay george thank 
you very much now let us go to mr bush's headquarters and just get a flavor of the place at this hour from 
abc's ron claiborne who's covered the campaign for many months ron 


01:22:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=N8jwZkjrOa4&t=49215 





months ron peter this crowd has been very subdued up until this point i think they're really stunned by the 
string of victories that the vice president has put together in the early returns here they have gotten quite 
excited of late over the uh projected victory in the state of ohio and in particular in al gore's home state of 
tennessee okay and now let's go to mr gore's campaign headquarters in nashville and abc's terry moran the 
moon well peter it's something of the opposite feeling here as these big victories come in for al gore there is 
a sense not just of happiness but almost of surprise on the part of this crowd this was a campaign which 
really hoped it could win uh which worked its hard out to win but i must say over the past couple weeks deep 
down you could sense that people were readying themselves not to win and this sense that he is putting 
together a string of victories that could carry him to the ultimate victory uh has released not just joy but 
surprise here and this is a campaign that was really like as mark twain said about art 1 inspiration 99 
perspiration these people worked hard for this and if it comes home for them they'll be very happy now terry 
you're one step removed obviously from the innards of this at the moment but do you have any sense of 
them trying to work out west and trying to make a difference at this late hour absolutely just characteristic of 
the entire gore campaign right up until the last minute they will be calling they'll be calling radio stations as 
you port pointed out doing absolutely anything he can for the last possible vote okay terry thanks very much 
that's the mood at both of the headquarters let's go to lynn sure now as you know just a few minutes ago we 
projected that pennsylvania would go for mr gore giving him the trio of the big battleground states lynn in 
pennsylvania what made the difference what made the difference peter was a couple of very specific groups 
first of all older voters those over 65 years of age they comprised about 19 percent of the voting population 
and in pennsylvania older older voters split this way 60 percent went for mr gore only 38 
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60 percent went for mr gore only 38 percent for george bush another very important group of voters for al 
gore those living in philadelphia and voting there today the voters of philadelphia divided their vote this way 
80 percent for al gore only 18 percent for george bush two very important groups for him one more thing i 
want to tell you peter uh al gore didn't win on on the number one candidate quality that was cited by voters in 
pennsylvania today they said it was honesty and those voters voted for george bush but he did very well with 
the number two quality experience also his ability to handle complex issues and his uh his empathy uh his 
ability to understand the needs of voters like you like the person casting the ballot these are the issues the 
qualities that gave al gore his victory in pennsylvania today peter lynn one more question for pennsylvania 
guns nra this is another state with the national rifle association put in enormous effort and and i'll tell you i 
was there and heard both candidates campaigning there guns came up every time i am sorry to tell you it is 


not a question on our exit poll there today thank you thanks very much we'll come back to you a little later for 
more about pennsylvania but this is a state where labor's played an enormous role 70 000 people joined 
labor unions in the last decade and so the labor union they're working very well earlier in the night it was 
thought that philadelphia was not turning out as well as the gore people had liked but we now project that 
pennsylvania has gone for gore and sam has a senate call sam well in minnesota a big one here the 
democrats have picked up a seat uh abc news projects that the state auditor mark dayton who is there to the 
dayton department store fortune has defeated first term republican senator rob graham now that means 
peter that the democrats have a net pick up tonight so far of two senate seats it was 54-46 they're edging 
toward what they hope will be a five-seat pickup the moment they don't have it but they have a net of two 
okay sam thanks so much be back in just a moment i hope you'll stay with us as our election coverage 
continues take a look at the big map as it is at the moment the red is mr bush the blue is mr gore 
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the red is mr bush the blue is mr gore and the white is yet to be decided we'll be right back take the abc 
news american election challenge which state has chosen the winning presidential candidate most often 
california kentucky wisconsin new mexico in a moment the answer this abc news special is being brought to 
you by compact the answer to the abc news american election challenge which state had chosen the winning 
presidential candidate most often is new mexico 21 out of 22 elections once again peter jennings indeed new 
mexico has voted with a winner in every presidential election since 1920 but one in 1976 mr ford took the 
state not mr carter and now abc news is in a position to project in the state of new mexico that al gore is the 
winner in new mexico abc projects that al gore is the winner in new mexico another key piece for mr gore as 
he tries to reach 270 and everybody around me wants to talk about new mexico mark alfred let's start with 
you again highly contested state governor bush thought it was a good state for him the western part of the 
state a lot like texas they call it little texas lots of people there mad at the administration about farming issues 
lots of people mad about gun issues but a huge hispanic population and again a state that's as you said 
votes with the winner that bill clinton carried and george stephanopoulos latino population mr bush should 
appeal to the latino population growing influence in the state he did but mr gore tried even harder peter in 
fact one of his final rallies at las cruces new mexico in the final weekend was to bring hispanic and latino 
leaders from all over the country in new mexico they make up over a third about a third of the electorate 
seven and ten went for for vice president gore big big win here for gordon let me come back and talk to you 
both again about organization in just a second but lynn sure can tell us something about how the new mexico 
vote actually went peter what i can tell you is that the white vote in new mexico which was uh 
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white vote in new mexico which was uh 60 percent of the vote went for george bush 57-37 that's pretty big 
but as george mentioned it was the hispanic vote that really put mr gore on top let's take a look at those 
specific numbers hispanic voters were about a third of the population how did they go 69 for al gore only 30 
for rick lazio another example of a minority group making the big difference for al gore tonight peter okay 
thanks very much and let me just ask you mark and then george organization just as you've looked at it over 
the last few weeks of the campaign the better organization karl rove the republican party ran running george 
bush's campaign had one big goal build an organization a national organization knowing that the democrats 
have labor have civil rights groups have a built-in organization tried to match that and built what everyone 
said was the biggest organization anyone had ever built in the presidential campaign and george 
stephanopoulos do you see any do you agree with that well i i do except you know um no question karl rove 
tried to catch up but he couldn't do it in fact i think if these numbers hold up as they're going right now there's 
going to be a new political star in the democratic party and his name is michael hooley he was the turnout 
guru for the for the gore campaign a boston political operative they set up big turnout operations in all these 
states they even had people like the former dukakis campaign manager john sasso running field operations 
in an individual state he comes from the old school of politics the old james michael curley school of 
massachusetts politics and they really got a lot of troops out there on the ground he'll get a lot of credit says 
something about his efficiency that we have a picture of ready to actually go in the file cookie roberts has 


some house calls okay we do peter and abc news is ready to say that the democrats will gain seats in the 
house of representatives tonight however we're not yet ready to say whether they will gain enough seats in 
order to take control of the house of representatives and i can show you why that is here is a democratic 
pickup in oklahoma second district 
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in oklahoma second district where tom coburn the incumbent retired because he had term limited himself the 
democrat brad carson has defeated andy ewing a car dealer there brad carson was supported by the 
national rifle association in his primary so very much of the district but to show you how hard it is for the 
democrats in pennsylvania's fourth district melissa hart has won an open democratic seat she is a republican 
that was a seat abandoned by ron clink in order to run for the senate and he has lost that senate seat and in 
new york's first district uh felix grucci the republican has defeated regina seltzer the democrat that was also a 
democratic seat that has now switched to the republicans so though although we expect democrats to pick 
up seats tonight it's going to be eking them out so far they've republicans are up one cookie let me just 
change the subject with you suddenly why is al gore lose tennessee why does al gore lose tennessee partly 
because it's become a very republican state both senators from tennessee are republicans uh and he has 
had a hard time there and george bush paid a huge amount of attention to tennessee spent yesterday in 
tennessee and was dying to take it from bush looks like ed from gore looks like he did okay just one thing 
about mr bush now you know that we have projected florida for mr gore i think everybody's not projected mr 
gore winning in florida mr bush says he is not yet ready to concede florida so that only complicates the 
evening just a little bit but only at that first level mr bush says he is not ready to concede florida mark 
calfriend on why mr gore loses in tennessee it's an increasingly conservative state and of course just like his 
father 30 years ago he's been accused of getting a little bit more distant from nashville more of washington 
than of tennessee and it's a state that's got now a republican governor two republican 
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a republican governor two republican senators it's almost not his home state as the republicans have 
charged and has a lot of tobacco that's right tobacco 108 tobacco state and again a state that has all the 
things out there that people have not liked in other states guns blood people second amendment advocates 
a pro-life community lots of things that have caused trouble for al gore in some other states okay i want to 
bring back michael beschloss our historian who's with us in our washington bureau tonight because michael 
the last time i've said it before the presidential candidate won the election but lost his home state was 
woodrow wilson in 1916. that's exactly right and that was another very close election in which his opponent 
charles evans hughes went to sleep thinking that he was going to be president and when he woke up 
someone said to a telephone call the president can't take your call and the caller said tell him he's not 
president anymore it doesn't look as if that's going to happen tonight what else catches your eyes this is very 
close michael very very close it is a very close election and we cannot say who's going to win but you know 
one of the things we're going to have to come up with in the next few days is what accounted for the victory 
of mr gore or mr bush tonight especially the last few days and it makes me think a little bit peter of 1968 
nixon versus humphrey that was so close and what happened was lyndon johnson declared a bombing hold 
in vietnam on halloween voters just flooded to humphrey then on the sunday before election day the south 
vietnamese refused to come to the table they went back to nixon nixon won narrowly i agree michael and 
thank you very much i'm not sure that the drinking under the influence of alcohol even begins to compare 
with anything in the 1968 campaign but as we looked at our polls in the final days of the campaign we found 
that a great majority people did not think that last that november surprise as it was called by many media 
made much difference to their appraisal of either of the candidates sam you know we're talking about five 
senate seats necessary to be picked up at the democrats to control you say why not four i mean it's 54-46 tai 
would be vote broken by the vice president but of 
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broken by the vice president but of course if lieberman is the vice president his seat will be taken by a 
republican probably because the republican governor of connecticut will appoint one and if lieberman loses 
he's in the senate well dick cheney will be the vice president he'll break the tie for the republican takes five 
peter this is mr bush at home or in a hotel i'm to be honest i've forgotten where watching statement my man 
bruni my man my man brody's technology went down the tubes on it uh i just this was a governor ridge 
calling just having me calling when y'all came up and uh he uh he doesn't believe the projections he believes 
there's a lot of votes still outstanding that we've had heavy turnouts in what he calls the t of pennsylvania uh 
we're getting the same report out of florida as well the network's called this thing awfully early but the people 
actually counting the votes are coming up with a little different perspective and so uh we're pretty darn 
upbeat about things okay governor bush pretty darn upbeat about this and as you heard us Say it just a 
moment ago mr bush does not concede in florida gets a call from governor ridge of pennsylvania saying that 
the votes have not have encountered in that t of pennsylvania with the republican strength in the northern 
part of the state in the western part of the state as well we shall see as the evening goes on in the past there 
have been mistakes in projections but not very often we're going to break away for local stations all across 
the country now to bring you up to date with your local races i hope you'll come back i'm peter jennings at 
times square abc headquarters in new [Music] [Applause] [Music] york [Music] pen tower 
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this is an abc news special the 2000 vote now reporting peter jennings there has been a change but we're 
going to make a change take a look at the big map over there florida was all right first of all i'm just going to 
call it back first of all and say that we now believe the state of florida is too close to call we and most other 
new services had called it for mr gore we now believe it is too close to call it's always been the biggest state 
where the race is close but 25 electoral votes are an enormous number of votes especially in a race that is 
so close at this moment arkansas you can see in wisconsin still too close to coal now let me get on to the 
rest of our that's what the presidential race looks like on the map as a whole and i want to go now to the state 
of missouri which may be very difficult for me at the moment i apologize sometimes the technology doesn't 
work florida too close to call okay we're going to go project missouri missouri for mr bush 11 electoral votes 
every election since 1900 but once missouri sided with the winner mr clinton won that twice so we project 
now that missouri is won by mr bush we project that utah is going to go to mr bush that's the biggest winning 
margin for republicans in the last two election we project that mr bush is also the winner in idaho with its four 
electoral votes part of that solid block of republican states in the mountain region montana we project goes 
for mr bush not been contested really at the presidential level this year in iowa where it all begins with the 
iowa caucuses at the very beginning of the campaign state voted for democrat in the last free election we 
now believe that is too close to call and we also believe that in nevada it is too close to call mr clinton won 
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it is too close to call mr clinton won this state in the last two elections we're also now going to go back up to 
the northeast and project that new hampshire new hampshire is going to go for mr bush new hampshire for 
mr bush and we go on those are the electoral votes as the states look all across the country now in the 
electoral vote now mr bush has 212 mr gore has 173 and we're going to break away for just a moment so we 
can let some stations out in the west come and join us and we hope you will stay with us for an election that 
is proving to be even more incredibly close than some of us thought going in this evening hope you'll stay 
with us [Music] [Applause] [Music] take a look at the map that's where it is and boy take a look up there in the 
northwest corner of the country because the way this is going at the moment this election may well be 
decided up there in the state of oregon and in washington but certainly in oregon where for the first time 
they're all sending in their ballots this year the state attorney general up in oregon said just a couple of days 
ago that he believed it had 84 percent participation but that's the map as it is now with florida still too close to 
call arkansas too close to saul west virginia iowa wisconsin colorado arizona and nevada all too close to call 
at this point george stephanopoulos what's going on new hampshire well new hampshire that is a big big win 
now for george w bush that's the linchpin right now to his strategy to block al gore now the the map looks 
very very difficult al gore is gonna have to pull out maybe oregon maybe a surprise win in 
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maybe oregon maybe a surprise win in colorado or arizona to put together the 270. now the colorado there is 
a chance for mr gore in colorado that's a state different than it used to be used to be very conservative and 
republican well it's because it's been a mix i mean al gore i mean bill clinton won in 1992 it started a trend uh 
republican in 1996 and certainly at the local level it's been going republican so it's a difficult state for al gore 
but again a huge latino population and mark harper let me come back to you on this mistake i guess people 
calling elections with great intensity i mean we don't very often make mistakes but what appears to happen 
in florida well there's a lot going on in florida today there was a lot while people were voting we know that the 
republicans had what they consider to have been a very successful absentee ballot program so they said all 
night they said they're doing very we're going to have a lot of absentee ballots to pad to our vote do i recall 
the republicans thought they had a hundred thousand absentee ballots over a hundred thousand i think 
they're saying and in addition there were some questions about irregularities with the ballot in parts of florida 
today and i believe palm beach county and you know it's a big sprawling state with a pretty fabled political 
history in terms of in some parts of the states voting irregularities so if it comes down to the question of 
florida how close florida is and florida deciding the winner i think there's going to be a lot of looking at within 
the process from my apologies within the state mr gore's strength is where mr gore strengths in the 
southeastern part of the state and miami the gold coast and of course uh the battleground has been mr bush 
very strong in the panhandle in the northern part the battleground has been the fabled i-4 corridor running in 
the central part of the state from east to west that's where they've that's where they fought this out and 
obviously you know it's going to be a close race there and and i think quite obviously the winner of florida 
and all likelihood wins this election so there's been a change clearly in the mood down at bush headquarters 
in austin let's go to abc's dean reynolds dean well peter it's like the home team has just had a rally in the 
bottom of the sixth inning here there's been a sea change in the mood people have been cheering wildly as 
the networks one after another 
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as the networks one after another changed their projection on florida from a gore state to a toss-up and now 
comes new hampshire and on into other states and the mood here is uh almost victorious a big change from 
what it was just about 20 minutes ago thank you very much dean reynolds that's the great plaza in austin 
texas tonight george bush is with his family his extended family including his parents former president bush 
and mrs bush in the mansion but that is what it is looking like in the plaza in downtown austin tonight at this 
moment george stephanopoulos the west mr gore sent out a radio message to some other radio stations 
throughout the west not too long ago appealing to the west to make a big difference in this election this time 
the west finally gets to weigh in the west can win it for algorithm you know that brings us back to 1980 there 
were a lot of complaints in the 1980 election uh ronald reagan versus jimmy carter that by announcing the 
winners too early it discounted the votes of the west it discouraged people from going to the polls al gore has 
a very different strategy he's trying to make sure people get there i don't think there's any doubt tonight peter 
that if anyone in the west thinks their vote is worried about whether or not it's going to matter it matters 
tonight and just in in our defense as i recall 1980 jimmy carter actually conceded and i think there have been 
any 100 studies ever since to show that people really didn't have their votes affected right and it ended up 
not making difference once the academics looked down so let's talk a little bit about oregon for a second 
oregon is a state for nader oregon is a state it's got an eastern portion and a western portion which vote quite 
differently the big the big problems here for for vice president gore were ralph nader who pulled off some 
green votes but also this is another state where guns is going to make a difference if if it goes for george w 
bush i think you can look to that factor and also there was a problem in order to combat the nader factor al 
gore had to bring in a lot of liberals to to encourage other liberals to not go for nader stick with al gore and 
that might have pushed him out of the center for some of those rural voters now the the liberal areas are 
eugene and portland and then as you look down 
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and portland and then as you look down at the southern part of the state you get a more conservative 
republican vote much more conservative republican vote very difficult state and also there's a strong anti- 
political trend in the state of oregon even though as you mentioned earlier you might see one of the highest 
voter turnouts in the country in oregon because of this universal vote by mail and an enormous 
environmental vote in oregon clearly on the issue of the snake river dams you want to explain it um you know 
what you have to go to someone else i don't know too much about the snake well the question is whether or 
not they should breach the snake river dams in order to save the salmon environmentalists were very much 
in favor of it because it would support and enhance the salmon run and all those people who were opposed 
to it believe that it would be bad for the state's economic growth and of course oregon is one of the fastest 
growing states in the union in terms of economic linda douglas on capitol hill peter well i mean talking about 
oregon i was actually sitting here thinking about something i was going to tell you about florida certainly in 
oregon the snake river damage sorry the snake river dam issue has been an absolutely huge issue because 
they're the environmentalists say that they are you know that they the environmentalists there are called 
elitists by the people who want to make their money in the fishing industry okay now you wanted to say 
something about florida please go ahead i was just thinking about how hard al gore has fought to win florida 
how his strategy has really centered on florida remember back during the elian gonzalez matter where the 
little boy was was there was a huge custody fight going on the miami relatives said that they should have 
custody of ellen gonzalez al gore came out and essentially sided with the miami relatives said that certainly 
the state custody court should take a look at that he infuriated democrats other democrats around the 
country when he did that he really lost a lot of support with court democrats by taking that uh what some said 
was Sort of a pandering position you took the word about that you took the word right out of my mouth and he 
was accused of pandering well that's right and the second thing he did if you remember this peter he gave 
very serious consideration to putting the senator bob graham on the 
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putting the senator bob graham on the ticket with him just to win florida okay many thanks linda douglas 
who's on capitol hill tonight weighing in as she will before the evening is over we're going to ask lynn sure as 
we go away for just a moment to try to give us some hint in florida how the cuban and the non-cuban latino 
vote is looking in that state at the moment whether the elio gonzalez issue was ever a serious factor on 
people's minds tonight it certainly was as linda douglas says at the time we'll be right back tonight democracy 
meets the information age as peter jennings and abc news let you interact live with abc's election 2000 log 
on to abcnews.com now and click on the enhanced tv logo for real-time interactive television let your voice 
be heard on abc's and hence tv this abc news special is being brought to you by merrill lynch abc saturday at 
8 7 central this abc news special the 2000 vote continues once again peter jennings now you know that 
florida is from our point of view now too close to call it was projected for mr gore earlier in the evening it is 
now back with every news agency to to at least i believe every news agency with too close to call and so i 
want to ask lynn sure who does the uh exit polls for us everybody assumedly knows what exit polls are they 
tell us why people voted the way they did lynn tell us what's happening in florida peter i want to tell you about 
the hispanic vote in florida the hispanic vote represents about a tenth of the vote in florida today let's take a 
look at how those voters voted hispanics in florida 50 for george w bush only 48 for al gore that is very close 
as you know let me tell you why you're looking at those numbers first of all that in 1996 bob dole won the 
hispanic vote 4642 against bill clinton that's one thing the other thing i will tell you is that we cannot break this 
down uh any further we know that of that hispanic vote about 20 percent of it comes from those 
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about 20 percent of it comes from those of cuban descent 80 percent those of non-cuban descent the 
numbers are too small a sample for us to know exactly how they're going right now but you can see the 
hispanic vote as a whole okay thanks and there's one more graphic we can take a look at here too but this is 
what the latino or hispanic vote has looked in florida or looked like in florida ever since uh 1980 and you also 
get a look here at what it's been like nationwide with the latino vote moving up for the democrats and moving 
down for the republicans this was a big emphasis of mr bush throughout much of the campaign mr bush a 


spanish speaker mr gore tried spanish on occasion but looking back there since 1980 you can see the way 
the latino vote has split cookie roberts on the house koki well we have you know the very hard thing 
particularly in times of plenty as we're experiencing now is defeating incumbents in the house it appears that 
one of them is now headed for defeat don sherwood in pennsylvania seems to be losing to pat casey the son 
of the late governor of pennsylvania bob casey pat casey is a very pro-life democrat as was his father so 
democrats picking up these seats is not necessarily going to be big changes on a lot of issues in the house 
of representatives as you look at these individual democrats uh florida we talked about earlier peter that was 
a place where democrats had placed great hopes on picking up a couple of those open seats one of them 
has been lost to the republican it stays a republican seat 26 year old adam putnam the state legislature has 
defeated car dealer mike stedham in uh in that district so that the republicans hold on to that open seat and 
in florida's eighth district it appears that the republican rick keller is going to defeat the democrat linda chapin 
a place where the democrats had very high hopes so as i say for the democrats to take over the house 
tonight going to be very tough we've got there's some more conservative democrats running 
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some more conservative democrats running for the house this year and we have a couple of very good 
visual aids on the current makeup of the house and the senate and what it would take to shift them so if i can 
ask the control room to get those ready we'll come back to them right after sam donaldson on the senate 
sam we have a couple more projections peter in the state of nevada abc news can project that john ensign 
has defeated ed bernstein to take the seat that was held by richard bryan senator bryan retired ensign is a 
republican so that reduces the net pickup of the democrats so far tonight to only one and in the state of union 
or utah rather welcome to the union utah oren hatch a long-time senator of that state the chairman of the 
senate judiciary committee abc news projects has beaten state senator scott howell to win re-election uh it's 
too close to carl still in missouri where mel carnahan the late governor's name is still on the ballot his widow 
gene might be appointed if he wins and in michigan where spencer abraham is running against the woman 
debbie stabenow still too close to call there sam let's talk for uh with george let's talk first of all about the 
senate and the presidential race in nevada nevada is still too close to call this is a place we get a lot of 
democrats in las vegas fastest growing city in the country and elsewhere you get republicans that's right 
except of the people that have moved to nevada since 1990 most of them in our exit poll so far are going to 
going to george w bush even though as you're right las vegas has brought in a lot of union members to work 
in the service industry the hotel industry but in nevada right now gore is only winning a bare majority of union 
voters far less than he's winning in many of the other states across the country and here of course in nevada 
is another example we haven't even done the referendums of the propositions around the country quite 
frankly the presidential race is too well but nevada is one of these places where an enormous local issue 
what to do with nuclear weap waste has been on everybody's mind and it's one of those things as it is in 
other states which will energize people to get out and vote in a lot of other races both in the house 
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lot of other races both in the house and the senate as well but let me come first of all to you cokey and then 
to sam and ask you to use these visual aids give us the current makeup of the house first cookie and what it 
would take for it to change visually well the current makeup of the house is 223 republicans 210 democrats 
and two independents one of them voting with the republicans the other with the democrats so the 
democrats need seven seats to take the house now they already have one of those seven there's a 
democrat running tonight who is unopposed so they need six seats doesn't sound hard but as you've been 
seeing from the calls we've been making they win one here lose one there with one here lose one there so 
even though we've projected that they will pick up at least some seats so far it's hard to see them picking up 
the sticks they need and i don't want to get fixated on nevada thanks very much cokey but another the 
propositions on the ballot there is seeking to amend a constitutional provision that provides that only a 
marriage can take place between a male and a female person and that only that shall be recognized and 
given effect in this state another example of a local proposition driving the races at many levels sam makeup 
of the senate well peter the makeup of the senate at the moment is 54 republicans and 46 democrats at the 


moment we have shown that uh net pickup of one for the democrats but they can pick up more seats 
missouri is still close to call michigan still too close to call we haven't gotten to montana very tight race there 
we haven't gotten to washington state a very tight race there it is still possible for the democrats to pick up 
more seats mathematically but it's highly unlikely that they're going to take the senate peter thank you sam 
just take a look at the big picture as it is i remember the old days when the click click click of the popular vote 
went on all the time but the popular vote now shows with 48 percent for mr gore and 49 for mr bush and here 
on the big map you see those states florida west virginia arkansas iowa wisconsin colorado arizona and 
nevada is still close to call 
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nevada is still close to call and yet to be heard from oregon and washington and california and of course 
hawaii we'll be right back after your local station checks in with the local results [Music] the 2000 vote 
continues once again peter jennings well to call it a cliffhanger this moment may be actually an 
understatement but take a look at the big map of the country and you'll see florida as you know we've just 
said is now too close to call west virginia we are now able to make a projection in west virginia we project 
that west virginia has gone to george w bush george w bush gets west virginia leaving wisconsin iowa and 
arkansas still too close to call as it is in colorado arizona and nevada but we also called a short while ago 
that al gore's home state of tennessee was won by mr bush which takes us to mr gore's campaign manager 
donna brazile who is in nashville tonight ms brazil you've been in that state for months why did you lose it 
well uh peta i still believe that there are absentee ballots that need to be counted here in tennessee and 
there were a lot of early voting that also should be taken into consideration so perhaps we should call this 
state into question i'm not giving up on the tennesseans yet uh but let me just say that we've done a 
tremendous job across the country i stop you before you go across the country i apologize you really want to 
seriously call there was the projections in tennessee into question as of now well i i haven't seen the latest 
results from shelby county i know that county which is uh memphis was voting late tonight people were 
standing in line i don't know what the projections are in terms of how many of the early voting precincts came 
in versus those that came in late but you know uh we worked very hard in the state the state has had a lot of 
changes over the last couple of years and we'll see what happens in arkansas and missouri and some of the 
other states do you know how you know how many absentee ballots there are to be counted in the state of 
tennessee 
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to be counted in the state of tennessee no i do not but i do know that a lot of people went out and voted early 
there were long lines all today and uh matt and davidson county here in nashville but as i said before we'll 
see what happens i don't know if all of the precincts are reporting or just some of the precincts uh from the 
eastern part of the state but we'll see what happens uh and you know throughout the night i must assume 
that you and the bush campaign share one thing in common at the moment and that's extreme nervousness 
uh and optimism as well i mean uh this this election it was close it was too close to call over the weekend the 
tide is turning in al gore's favor and i believe that we're going to pull it out tonight okay thank you very much 
for joining us donna brazile who's the campaign manager for mr gore want to go right now to austin texas 
where abc's dean reynolds is standing by dean on on the business of florida and the other states from the 
bush point of view well i don't think it's surprising peter that you would find both campaigns with something 
critical to say about the coverage and the bush campaign is saying that that the networks may have done 
them a disservice by calling florida so early and having the effect of depressing republican support in other 
parts of the country because the republican supporters might have thought that that gave the election in 
effect to al gore now that's the second complaint the bush people have had tonight about the coverage the 
first was that they thought that the networks were taking too much time in projecting bush the winner in both 
ohio and west virginia but as i say in a race like this nobody's going to be happy until the last vote is counted 
okay thanks very much dean reynolds who's in austin tonight george george stephanopoulos said i want you 
to pick up on a couple of things if you would uh first of all donna brazile's notion that a lot of states are going 


to be questioned oh i think there's just no question about that i don't know if tennessee is going to be one of 
them even though the the black turnout was quite high there it does look like it's pretty solidly going for 
governor bush tonight it depends on how close they are at the end peter but in a race where the 
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at the end peter but in a race where the electoral college is this close there's no question if you've got um 
final popular votes within the margin there's going to be a call look back to 1960 uh in the 1960 race between 
nixon and kennedy the republican chairman challenged the votes in 11 states after that vote it was a frenzy 
for several weeks just remind people why it is too close take a look up there at the electoral vote now with mr 
bush has 217 mr gore has 173 mr bush as you've heard just a moment ago has questioned the giving of 
florida to mr gore and then taking it back which as i said many news agencies did a little hard to believe at 
least in the case of oregon where people had a chance to mail in their ballots to suppress the vote there 
possibility in washington i suppose there's a chance in washington some people would stay home but one of 
the things we've been hearing from the bush campaign for several weeks is how energized republicans are 
how enthused they are how certain they are to come out and vote no matter what in this election so i think 
that's a little bit questionable whether that would depress republicans at the last minute thanks for joining us 
mark halpern our political director the same question the effect of early reporting on the western states 
particularly oregon and washington tonight every state has its own rules for how you vote as you said oregon 
washington heavy mail in oregon all male all male in ballots washington many of the ballots mailed in every 
other state though that's close again i don't want to predict this we talked about this earlier but i would 
suspect we're in a much more litigious society than we were in 1960 these are two campaigns in an 
environment of partisanship i would suspect that the lawyers are going to look at every closed state donna 
brazile saying maybe their absentee ballots in arkansas is still out every ballot the handling of every ballot 
and every close state i think is going to get some scrutiny i don't know the answer to this among other things 
but do we know at this point how many absentee ballots there are out in any given state it depends on the 
state and how much they tell us but in in many of these states and for the two that are still not called by us in 
iowa and in washington absentee ballots only need to be postmarked by a certain date they don't need to be 
in and received by a certain date so if 
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in and received by a certain date so if those two states end up deciding this we may not know until they're 
done counting a little bit down the road okay and in the case of florida they are indeed counting the absentee 
ballots at this very moment and as we've said before that was one of the things the republicans were 
counting on was a large absentee ballot of a hundred thousand votes or more but on why florida is still too 
close to call abc's lynn sher lynn peter according to our exit polling the reason why florida is so hard to call at 
this point has to do with a couple of with one voter group and one really important issue let's start with the 
voter group independence independence in florida today 22 of the voting population and of them how did 
they vote 47 for al gore 45 for george bush that is a virtual tie now there is another question that we've been 
asking all day long in states all across the country do you want the government to do more for citizens or to 
do less in most states i should tell you and nationally as a whole uh the answer is they want the government 
to do less not in florida let's take a look at the number should the government do more or do less well you're 
going to see it's an even split 47 say the government should do more 47 percent say the government should 
do less as you can expect the do-mores vote but one way they do less is the other and that's one of the 
reasons peter thanks very much late indeed as lynn points out it will lose in other states in the course of the 
evening we have found that that tendency towards less government rather than big government big 
campaign message for george w bush all the time al gore is for big government bigger than bill clinton and it 
was something from which mr gore did not effectively fight back as you see reflected in the exit polls this 
evening our historian michael beschloss 1960 recount richard nixon's request yeah you know i'm sorry to 
keep on mentioning 1960 peter but it really is your name in 1960 you know john kennedy won the election 
won the electoral college because of two states texas and illinois twenty six thousand vote 
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thousand vote margin roughly in texas about eight eight 000 votes in illinois richard nixon felt that there had 
been vote fraud in both places and was thinking of challenging the results of the election he met with john 
kennedy a couple days later kennedy's first comment was well dick we really don't know who won the 
election do we and nixon thought about a recon count talked to dwight eisenhower realized that it would put 
through the country through much too much of a trauma to do that so the result was that he conceded but for 
the next eight years he kept on telling people kennedy stole the election from me in 1960 but michael john f 
kennedy's election 1960 is still clouded on that issue in some people's minds is it not that's exactly right uh 
we do not yet have a settled view on whether there was vote fraud or not but you know the historical thing 
that happened peter was that richard nixon was so embittered by what he thought to be the theft of the 
election from him in 1960 that he was absolutely determined that this would never happen again that's one 
reason why he did the kind of things that led to watergate in 72 73 and 74. i'll come back to you a little later in 
the evening about embittered candidates after the results mark halperin we haven't talked about it for many 
hours the possibility of tampering with the vote of fraudulent voting is very alive in the party's minds we're 
talking again as we said earlier in the evening over a hundred million transactions in all likelinood by the end 
of the night in terms of how many people voted their mistakes made all of us know when you go and vote 
sometimes there's something wrong that's just accidents every election there's some sort of fraud it may not 
be almost certainly i would say not directed by the two presidential campaigns but you've got local races 
where people are trying to help themselves goes on all the time in american politics this time unlike 1960 
again i think the lawyers will want to at least take a look at it a slight flaw in the great democratic experiment 
thank you very much we'll be back to continue our coverage of election 2000 in just a moment take the abc 
news american election challenge which president was elected with the largest percentage of the popular 
vote 
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largest percentage of the popular vote lyndon b johnson bill clinton john kennedy thomas jefferson in a 
moment the answer the answer to the abc news american election challenge which president was elected 
with the largest percentage of the popular vote is lyndon b johnson elected in 1964 with 61.1 percent of the 
popular vote once again peter jennings 61 of the vote lyndon johnson in 1964 but it brings up a very 
interesting issue for us tonight because if you look over there at the vote which has the electoral vote and the 
popular vote as of now we're we're very early in the popular vote if you look at the numbers because we all 
think that at least a hundred million people will cast ballots tonight but currently al gore has 48 percent of the 
vote with 23 million votes and george bush has 24 million votes that may not be a very accurate reflection of 
what's happening at this moment because it's hard to keep up with the popular vote but george 
stephanopoulos on the subject of the obvious one if one man wins the popular vote the other man wins the 
electoral vote who wins whoever wins the electoral college it's not who scores the most runs or wins the 
most votes it's who wins the most states and that's always been our system there's been three times in our 
history the last time was in 1888 when the person who won the electoral college i mean when the person 
won the popular vote garfield did not win the electoral college most people believe it's unlikely although the 
gore campaign has said throughout that if they're within a point or point and a half there is a way they can 
win in the electoral college even if they lose the popular vote but there's a lot of big states out there yet and 
they've been others actually three circumstances i think here with the popular vote exceeded the electoral 
vote that's right and um i don't have all of them right now but in 1824 right uh john quincy adams was elected 
president even though andrew jackson won the plurality of both the popular vote and the electoral vote but 
he didn't win a majority of those so john quincy adams cut a deal with henry clay the speaker of the speaker 
of the house who was then made secretary of state four years later andrew jackson came back and was 
elected president and every 
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back and was elected president and every time it happens people wish to temper to tamper with the electoral 
college and it just simply never happens but they're quite modern movements to change there have been 
calls i think the last time was birch bai actually a democrat in the about 25 years ago tried to get a movement 
to change it the republicans opposed it um this time we'll i'm sure if we get into the situation this time you'll 
see a lot of calls from whoever the loser maybe carter wanted to change it too or thought it was worth 
considering okay now we can't talk about vote tampering without sam donaldson leaping out of his position 
there sam well peter the classic case of alleged vote fraud was in 1948 in texas i say alleged only because of 
the sensibilities that i have toward the people in the johnson family are still alive linda johnson was running 
for the senate very tight race on election night there were three small counties in south texas duval county 
owned by george parr the political boss being the central one they withheld the ballot box famous ballot box 
13. not only did they vote dead people but they waited to see how many votes linda johnson needed and 
then finally eureka here comes bodybox 13 and everyone voted for linda johnson and he won in the state by 
87 votes and earned his nickname landslide lyndon thank you sam let's go to west virginia now and take a 
look at that you know we've already projected west virginia for mr bush this is a state lin which has gone with 
the democrats for a long period of time in every election i think since nineteen sixty but one what's happening 
in west virginia tonight and why is mr bush picked it up right you're absolutely right peter five out of six of the 
last elections it's gone democratic there's two ways to look at it i want to tell you about the religious right uh 
almost a third of the vote in west virginia today you could say you should say we will say george bush won 
that vote he won it very well 67 another way to look at it though is that al gore actually lost the religious right 
let's take a look at the numbers of those members of the religious right in west virginia today um al gore well 
first let me show you why bill clinton 
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why bill clinton four years ago got 37 of the religious right he didn't win it he got 37 percent today al gore only 
got 29 percent so as i say you can look at it by saying that that al gore simply didn't do as well as he should 
have or as well as done in the past peter okay thanks very much lynn uh to cokey roberts on switch seats in 
the house well we're trying to keep a tally peter of the people who have actually won in the house of 
representatives tonight and some of them are people who had won coming into tonight uh we know that it's 
223 republicans two 10 democrats so far 162 democrats have won tonight 186 republicans and that that is a 
switch of democrats taking two republican seats republicans taking three democratic seats so the 
republicans are up one let me tell you about one of those seats though because it makes a very interesting 
point it's in virginia it was an open seat uh republicans see a democratic seat that the republican ed schrock 
has won over democrat jody wagner and the reason it's interesting is that the democrat quit that seat 
because he saw that the state legislature had gone overwhelmingly republican he expected to be redistricted 
out of that seat come next time around and he decided just to hang it up now it's a republican seat and that's 
going to be going on around the country next year as you see the census kicking in and redistricting taking 
place if the democrats don't take the house tonight i think you're going to see a lot of retirements of 
democrats who are worried about that redistricting in fact you may even be understating it in some respects 
because in the next congress redistricting is going to be a very passionate subject is it not of course it is 
because we've just come out of a census and so you will have redistricting uh all over the country with some 
states picking up a number of house seats some states losing a number of house seats so it will get very 
very heated and and i think that you're likely to see some senior democrats who can be 
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see some senior democrats who can be counted on to be re-elected and re-elected and re-elected quitting 
rather than face that redistribution okay thanks very much president clinton let it be known a short while ago 
that he's not going to have anything to say about the election until he goes back to washington i think 
tomorrow john cochran is in washington tonight john you've been out on the campaign trail for much of the 
year and you've been looking at the returns tonight where do you see clinton fatigue in terms of seeing 
clinton fatigue what the story really is where you don't see it it looks like al gore was right for example in the 
state of michigan not to let president clinton go into michigan even though michigan state candidates said 


send in bill clinton let's energize the democratic vote let's get the base out there al gore said no and al gore 
one michigan looks pretty good thanks very much john an anecdote from an abc news colleague of ours 
david murphy a graduate student in san francisco was now driving north of san francisco in order to cast his 
ballot he sends us a message to say after watching and listening to the returns he felt it crucial that he cast 
his ballot regardless of the distance and if traffic isn't too bad he and others hope to get there 10 minutes 
before the polls close when we come back we lastly ensure why mr gore lost in tennessee abc news live 
coverage of the 2000 vote will continue in a moment abc news live coverage of the 2000 vote continues from 
new york once again peter jennings welcome back we want to go straight ahead to lynn shurer who's been 
looking at our exit polls all night to see if we can get some handle now on why mr gore has done badly in 
tennessee lynn uh his home state peter and an awful lot of people were thinking he really ought to be 
winning it uh what we've discovered is that tennessee is the vote is pretty much split equally between 
democrats and republicans those who made the difference politically were the independents 23 percent of 
the vote in tennessee 
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23 percent of the vote in tennessee today let's take a look at how they split independent voters in tennessee 
55 for george bush only 38 for al gore so clearly he lost that very important independent vote which is what 
put mr bush over the top one more thing i want to tell you peter we had a question on the exit poll that asked 
folks how important was it to them that al gore is from tennessee only 31 percent said it was important 67 
percent said it simply didn't matter it didn't matter that he was from tennessee didn't matter i should hope not 
that doesn't benefit he's from tennessee but john yang is down at gore headquarters in nashville tennessee 
john your latest intelligence well peter i tell you they still have not given up hope on florida they're saying that 
pointing out the returns from palm beach county and broward county are slow coming in that's in the 
southeastern corner of the state an area they consider a democratic stronghold they very much want florida 
in their column for the last couple of weeks they've been saying if they could run the table to use a pool term 
of the three big states pennsylvania michigan and florida they thought they could win the election talking 
about tennessee a little bit even though they spent a lot of time here and they are clearly i think embarrassed 
that the vice president has not won his home state it was never a state in the closing days that they felt very 
confident about a couple of aides when i was talking to them about various scenarios of getting to 270 a 
couple of them acknowledged that they could do it without tennessee okay john thanks very much first time 
tonight we've seen john yang he's been on the gore campaign for months and months and months we'll 
come back to you but let's go to dean reynolds who is at austin in texas dean intelligence from there well 
peter of course they're now doing a lot of new math on the electoral college and they're factoring florida in 
here at the bush campaign uh i have to point out though that uh just a couple of days ago they were 
forecasting very confidently 320 votes or more and one bush aide today told me that he thought they'd get 
maybe as high as 340. so what has been 
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maybe as high as 340. so what has been called a triumphalist theater that the bush people were engaging in 
in the last couple of weeks by exuding this era of confidence may actually have been true they should be 
pretty nervous over there tonight as they watch the last few states come in dean you pointed out earlier in 
the evening that the people have showed up here outside the state house very early and they've stayed who 
showed up well they're uniformly bush supporters and republican supporters uh they were very wildly 
cheering for kay bailey hutchison who has been re-elected this evening and they have been in this sort of 
seesaw of emotions uh earlier tonight they were rather subdued and then again within the last hour when 
florida went back up on the table it's become very exciting here in austin even though it's snowing thank you 
dean reminder of course that governor bush re-elected in texas very popular governor and governor in texas 
his election his record in texas under enormous attack throughout the campaign but a great many people 
showing up there tonight to support him now on this subject of going west and trying to put together the 270 
we haven't talked yet about california i think at the moment or at least based not at the moment i should say 
based on the closing polls of the campaign we think california is going to go to mr gore do you have any 


doubt about it at the moment um i don't peter and obviously if it doesn't then we're this game is academic it is 
george w bush will be the next president but you know he did make quite an effort in the state of california he 
visited there in the last week he spent an awful lot of money on tv a couple million dollars on tv towards the 
end uh the george w bush campaign seemed to have made a a deal with the republican party in california if 
money was raised in california it would be spent in california and that also had a double effect as cokey 
knows there were a lot of house seats vulnerable house seats in california so the fact that george bush made 
an effort there could have helped them at least he would try okay cookie roberts on the subject of california 
but first let me just tell people it was our intention to go off 
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people it was our intention to go off at 11 eastern time to give local stations a chance to catch up with all of 
their races we're going to stay on obviously because this is so close now and we hope to get some sense of 
what's going on in oregon washington and california not to mention nevada arizona and colorado before long 
so we will stay on we'll not be going off at 11 o'clock eastern time cokey california well california the 
republican party in california in recent years has been in terrible trouble it's the only big state with a 
democratic governor and the there have been propositions on the ballot over the years that have had the 
effect of alienating hispanics and asians and so republicans have had a tough time and both george bush 
senior and bob dole abandoned california in their presidential bids giving up on it so george w bush hung in 
there stayed there and spent a lot of money there scaring at least one democratic incumbent congressman 
and uh and trying to shore up several republicans there's an open republican seat that could easily go 
democratic and there are three republican incumbents that could be defeated by democrats and bush was 
trying to stop that from happening and and he might have we don't know yet and sam donaldson i would say 
to you in california that one of the republicans is not popular with the party his former governor pete wilson 
who denied illegal immigrants opportunity to share in the full benefits of the social welfare of the state 
otherwise republicans might be doing better i think that's exactly right and certainly the hispanic vote in 
california is growing it's large and that didn't help him at all other propositions peter california was a state 
which did away with bilingual education and the guy who put that forward in california by the way brought it to 
arizona it's on the ballot even as we speak in arizona to do away with bilingual education there thank you 
sam let's go to mrs clinton's headquarters here in new york city for mrs clinton who we long ago projected 
had won the senate race in new york to replace senator daniel patrick moynihan who's there on her right is 
retiring 
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there on her right is retiring and there of course is her husband and her daughter with them as well new 
yorker senator schumer let's hear a word from them for a moment [Applause] is this a great night or what 
well i think we know what senator schumer is going to say so he's going to say it's been a great night for new 
yorkers it's a great night to send mrs clinton to the senate we talked a little bit earlier about what a polarizing 
figure she'd been in this state not to mention in other parts of the country but she has won a fairly convincing 
win here in new york and is on her way to a senate career george in which i get i assume she'll still say a 
pretty polarizing figure no question about it she'll she'll be a figure for the republican party to try and raise 
money off it they've done it off ted kennedy for an awful long time in the direct mail i believe she'll probably 
replace him but you know i think you'll also see her try to prove herself in the senate in the same way she 
tried to prove herself in the campaign show that she's a real workhorse i've heard word for example that 
she's going to try and take senator moynihan's old seat on the finance committee the linchpin of all that 
important taxation legislation another question to which i have absolutely no answer didn't even think to 
research mrs clinton has campaigned in new york state with all of the trappings of the first lady including all 
of the secret service detail that goes with her everywhere she wants she can't go into a bathroom ona 
clinton campaign if mrs clinton is in there does that stay with her in the senate well as a former first lady she'll 
certainly have secret service privileges but it'll be far less than she has as first lady and she won't have the 
access to the airplanes of the white house air force two okay thank you george just to remind our stations 
along the way that we're going to stay on past 11 o'clock eastern time simply because this is so close mark 


calfriend we again have to come back to the nader factor in california but certainly in oregon in washington 
ralph nader was the unexpected variable that al gore had to deal with throughout the fall oregon and 
washington were considered two of nader's best states maybe his two best they're both still out there the 
polls 
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they're both still out there the polls haven't closed and of course it's possible that we'll see a margin which 
will suggest at least nader was a factor and of course he was a factor simply by making al gore have to worry 
about his left flank the more liberal elements the democratic party throughout the end of the campaign it was 
very interesting to hear ralph nader here in new york the other day campaigning um up in harlem um and 
saying that mr gore had abandoned much of the vote but of course it doesn't show anywhere else in the 
country tonight al gore ralph nader rather he did not run your sort of classic inside campaign with lots of 
strategic decisions a very smart sense of how to manipulate things he ran as who he is ralph nader and 
some places like coming to new york he's obviously not going to affect the race but he campaigned hard and 
long in places like oregon and washington and you may affect the race there okay thanks very much just to 
remind people we're going to stay on 11 o'clock for the obvious reasons the polls are closing in california and 
we want to know what we're going to come upon in california at the moment but one of the other reasons mr 
nader continues to run so vigorously on behalf of the green party as the leader of the green party is because 
he wants to try to reach five percent so four years from now the get federal matching fund and 33 electoral 
votes mr gore has 231 now just come and take a look at this map because this story is still quite 
extraordinary if you were with us earlier in the evening you know that virtually every news agency in the 
country first projected that florida would go to mr gore and now it's come back to too close to call and there is 
a fight going on at any number of levels about vote counting and vote returns in that state not to mention 
absentee ballots arkansas still too close to call iowa still too close to call wisconsin still too close to call 
nevada still too close to call and washington and oregon still too close to call 233 electoral votes to 231 
electoral votes the very best thing i think we can do for you at home at the moment is to try to put together 
what looks like a possible road map 
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what looks like a possible road map until the end take a look first of all at this these are the available 
electoral votes as of this hour 25 in florida very contested arkansas 6 wisconsin 11 iowa 7 oregon 7 
washington 11 alaska 3 nevada 4 for a total of 76. now if you take 231 for mr gore he needs 39. you take 233 
for mr bush he needs 37. george stephanopoulos it could not be closer so let us try to chart a charter road 
here first of all for mr gore mr let me build up from 231 for mr gordon if i can it might help if i just walk over 
and show you he's at 231 right now so to get to 270 he's got to win wisconsin he's got to win iowa he's got to 
win oregon he's got to win washington that'll get him to 267 and then he's still got to pick up say either 
arkansas which will get him to 273 or nevada which gets them to 271. you could argue with the alaska that 
could get into 270 that's very unlikely for al gore so he it just shows how tough it is for him to get to 270 
without florida this is and and if he wins florida of course this just means a lot exactly then all he does is need 
washington and one of these other states and he doesn't okay now let's just go down those states at the 
moment florida is too close to call arkansas still too close to call but was thought by the bush campaign to 
maybe be in their wisconsin similarly toss-up state battleground state thought it might go for mr bush thought 
it michael for mr bush in the exit polls he was doing quite well during the day governor tommy thompson 
republican governor has a very good organization on the ground there for the bush campaign again it's one 
of those states though that has gone democrat the last three elections iowa democratic governor tom vilsack 
but again a lot of rural voters who seem to be fading away from al gore oregon where all of the all of the 
votes 


02:24:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=N8jwZkjrOa4&t=86415 





oregon where all of the all of the votes were cast uh before tonight though they're still being counted we just 
don't know we don't know and it's one of nader's strongest states we have to keep that in mind when you 
look at oregon in washington the the bush people in the final days was much more confident about oregon 
than they were about washington well their confidence has not been absolutely brilliant this evening in all of 
the states they said it was going to be so let me go and talk to our political director mark halperin and ask 
you to build a bush scenario at this point well the bush scenario begins and ends as it has for most of the 
evening with florida if he gets those 25 electoral votes you see he goes down to he only needs 12. look at 
that list there's not one a single state on there that is 12 or more but a combination of almost any two gets 
you to 12 obviously any combination of three gets you to 12 and he's got some strong states again as 
george suggested alaska almost certainly goes to governor bush so at that point he only needs nine and 
again two elevens on the board and any combination of any two others gets him over and what does your 
anecdotal evidence tell you tonight is happening in florida you know again i i think that no matter how this 
turns out whichever one wins florida the other side is going to look close at how all the ballots were handled 
whether their accidents whether there was possible fraud down the line at some point along the way if the 
race is at all close i think they'll look very closely at it and maybe challenge is there anything in florida which 
favors mr bush or mr gore at the moment the military comes to mind well there's there's a couple things out 
there the democrats are arguing that the southern part of the state the southeastern part of the state where 
they're strong that's where the vote is outstanding and that when that comes in they think they're going to win 
the republicans say there's some outstanding ballots to be counted perhaps more absentee ballots where 
they're strong they've got in the raw vote they've got a little bit of a lead and they also say that some military 
people voting from overseas are going to skew republican and maybe those ballots haven't been counted but 
it is that close it's it's close and at this point again the winner probably is the one who wins florida okay let's 
take a pause from the numbers for just a moment and talk to the bush campaign 
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moment and talk to the bush campaign we're joined by mark mckinnon who is the media advisor for the bush 
campaign uh mr mckinnon your pre-election confidence must at least be jarred if not shattered yet well listen 
we always knew it's going to be close uh have all along uh this is going to be a tough election a year anda 
half ago and it's a tough election tonight now you're looking at the same numerical data perhaps once 
removed as we are do you have any strong feeling about one place or the other at this moment i don't i i feel 
good about the states that are on the board and i think we have a good shot at all of them and how is mr 
bush this evening i Know what you're going to tell me he's calm he's calm serene uh confident no and is 
always optimistic give us some sense of what's been happening at the governor's mansion this evening well 
i've been over at the campaign uh peter so i i can't really tell you we've been on the phone a lot with the 
mansion and giving them updates uh it's a very exciting night this kind of night that puts the d in democracy 
and it will remind everybody just about just how important every vote is now were you able to do anything in 
the course of the evening as we heard vice president gore was in order to energize people in the western 
states who had not yet voted uh we've been doing everything it's money marbles and chalk and we've been 
putting it all on the board and pulling all stops out okay any feeling at all about florida at this point well we feel 
good about it you know it's uh it's uh this is an unfortunate rush to judgment by the media and we're 
concerned that that russia judgment could have affected the the voting in northern florida in the panhandle i 
think there's going to be some real serious discussion about this i hope there will be uh because it could 
have literally affected the vote there do you believe it would go beyond the level of serious discussion i sure 
hope so it ought to where might it go well i think that you know there i don't know if it's legislated or it's 
regulated or if there's some sort of self-regulation by the media but it's got to be addressed do you have any 
anecdotal evidence from the panhandle up in the northern part of the state there as to how it may be going at 
the moment uh i understand it's going great and 


02:28:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=N8jwZkjrOa4&t=8880s 





uh i understand it's going great and we're getting great numbers where we need them okay thank you very 
much george stephanopoulos thanks very much mark mckinnon i apologize for coming up i have great 
respect for mark but i don't quite understand his argument how how the reporting could have affected the 
votes in the panhandle because all the polls closed at the same time right so i don't really understand that 
perhaps on the west coast but not in not in the panhandle there was a complaint from the bush campaign 
earlier that by the various news agencies projecting florida that it might have suppressed vote in the west our 
anecdotal evidence suggests that people were moving to the polls people are moving and there's probably 
going to be very high turnout in the west but at least it's a plausible argument and they said as dean reynolds 
reported earlier that ohio and west virginia which were strong bush states were not supported history tells us 
it'll never be proven i don't think we'll ever know it's going to be one of those mysteries and it's also setting up 
you know i have a feeling that florida this year may turn out to have the mythic status that illinois had in 1960 
if it keeps going this way thanks very much george stephanopoulos and all my colleagues will be back in just 
a minute after this message this abc news special is brought to you by dodge the 2000 vote will continue in a 
moment [Music] it changed the rules and with each innovation this is a national sales alert from dodge 
effective immediately you can get low 0.9 financing for 60 months on 2000 dodge dakota and dodge durango 
you can now save over four thousand dollars on dakota and save more than five thousand six hundred 
dollars on durango you can still get 0.9 shorter term financing on 2001 dodge ram or up to two thousand 
dollars cash allowance magnum power see the friendly dodge dealer near you around the world mothers 
want to protect and nourish their children so biotechnology researchers have developed golden rice it will 
contain beta-carotene a source of vitamin a golden rice could help prevent blindness and infection in millions 
of children from medicine to 
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in millions of children from medicine to agriculture providing solutions that are improving lives today [Music] 
and could improve our world tomorrow [Music] they love us get the side contract in front of as la's hottest ad 
executive i'm a born salesman closer being smooth was part of his game i was going to call you yeah i was 
going to hold my breath until abby hello became a part of his [Music] more working you get life of me 
academy award winners ben affleck and gwyneth paltrow i want someone to say good night to the last call of 
the day i don't have a last call today with the pg-13 everywhere friday november 17th abc this wednesday is 
a great night of television when this woman gets to the top well one million dollars on who wants to be a 
millionaire then the true carriage show is coming to you five seconds drew live i better get into my costume 
and on spin city do you want a piece of me charlie sheen gets the fastest finger from regis building afraid you 
might get your dress dirty alice huh then before you see a doctor did you care about this page yes then why 
don't you fight for see this gideon's crossing abc wednesday a great night of television they now are the 
number one team in the country oklahoma texas a m or purdue michigan state saturday on abc the 2000 
vote continues once again from 
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the 2000 vote continues once again from new york peter jennings welcome back to our coverage i want to 
show you right now the popular vote in florida we know that on the national level the popular vote is running 
about even at the moment mr gore getting 48 percent of mr bush 49 but the popular vote in florida is what 
counts as florida has become so important this late in the game mr gore is getting 48 percent of the vote with 
2 million 195 158 we used to do that numerically in the old days mr bush is getting 50 percent with 2 million 
319 000 votes and i'm going to now go to the magic marker here and see that we can make a couple of other 
calls here in colorado abc news now projects that mr bush is the winner in colorado as we said mr bush is 
the winner in colorado that was fought quite late into the evening by our projection a state that is far more 
mixed than it was 15 and 20 years ago we project mr bush is the winner there similarly in arizona we project 
that mr bush is the winner in arizona john mccain's home state and prior to 96 at least arizona had voted for 
democrats all the way back to 1948 but that is by our projection in the republican column tonight and we 
have one more projection for at the moment not a projection actually a call on electoral votes actually that's 
what we gave you a short while ago it hasn't changed 233 and 231 but sam donaldson you can now project 


control of the senate that's right peter we're going to make a projection in the state of montana where abc 
news projects that the incumbent republican senator conrad burns has won reelection defeating brian 
schweitzer and having done that we can say that the republicans are going to control the senate yes there 
are three states outstanding peter that we haven't been able to call yet that the democrats could pick up 
seats and you say well that would make it 50 50 because at the moment 
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50 because at the moment they're one up but 50 50 would mean that if joe lieberman becomes vice 
president a republican governor of connecticut would appoint a republican and there goes that seat and if 
dick cheney becomes vice president it's 50 50. dick cheney the vice president breaks the ties for the 
republicans so the republicans retain control peter one way or the other thank you very much sam now 
joining us is one of the central figures in american political life he's wayne lapierre who's the executive vice 
president of the national rifle association he is in our washington bureau this evening good evening mr 
lapierre thank you peter good to be with you if i look at your campaigning in the last 18 or 20 days i see that 
you may have helped in ohio and tennessee and wisconsin alabama georgia and arkansas and west virginia 
you may have helped but based on our projections so far you didn't help in michigan or pennsylvania what 
happened well i think we did the fact is i think we made a major difference in those states i thought for some 
time the gore campaign the national democrats made a major miscalculation on the firearms issue and i think 
you're seeing it tonight in the house races in the senate races and clearly in the presidential race remember 
when bill clinton still had another race to run he was posing with a shotgun and a string of ducks the last two 
years al gore when he came out for federally mandated testing before he can own a firearm his department 
of justice went on record saying there is no second amendment they have the right to ban all rifles shotguns 
and handguns they tried to sue the firearms manufacturers they lit these states on fire and you could just see 
it tennessee west virginia arkansas wisconsin ohio missouri the heartland of america is going wait a minute 
it's my freedom mister here let me ask you about your anecdotal evidence in the states tonight because your 
own reporting is pretty good in those states talk particularly to me about michigan and pennsylvania as you 
monitor the states tonight put aside the message for the second if you don't mind did people split their votes 
in labor households did labor members 


02:36:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=N8jwZkjrOa4&t=9360s 





households did labor members vote their guns instead of their unions what what's your sense of it i think a lot 
of union households did split the vote and clearly you could see it i mean we had thousands of people 
showing up at rallies in those states that's one of the reason vice president gore had to keep going back to 
those states but make no mistake win or lose we're going to defend this freedom it uh the union leadership 
may have given up on it the national media may have but we've grown by a million 300 000 members and 
win or lose tonight i think by 2002 we'll hopefully grow another million or two i'm trying to get you to talk just a 
little bit about the election tonight and not so much about the nri forgive me but um in terms of going head-to- 
head with the unions as you did in the battleground states they appear tonight based on our exit polls to have 
been very very well organized i think they were i mean they put a 100 million dollars into it they put hundreds 
of people on the ground clearly they were on the other hand i also believe they lost a lot of their rank and file 
membership based on this issue and all you have to do is look at your map tonight west virginia tennessee 
arkansas ohio missouri wisconsin uh nevada did you lose anywhere tonight did you lose any congressional 
race in the country that you really wanted you know it looks to me like we're doing pretty well i mean the 
melissa heart race in pennsylvania looks like i mean i think we've made a major impact on many many house 
races many many senate races thanks to our membership and people that believe in this freedom all over 
the country and i thank them i think they've come together tonight and made made a major statement there 
was a reason out there was a reason al gore was running around these states in the final two weeks saying 
i'm a strong supporter of the second amendment thanks mr lapierre very much appreciate you taking the 
time to be with us as we thank you nice to see you as we pointed out many times this evening this battle in 
the battleground states with very much between labor unions and between the national rifle association the 
national life 
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association the national life association traveled all over the states in the last 18 days mr lapierre and 
charlton heston who's their celebrity president spent 23 million dollars on a lot of ads this is an issue on 
which this organization gives no ground ever we'll be right back [Music] abc news live coverage of the 2000 
vote will continue in a moment 


END 


